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War... 


Gay  officials  and  peace  activists  get  in  on  pre¬ 
war  debate;  the  Pentagon  almost  reverses  the 
gay/ lesbian  military  ban  as  conflict  in  the  Middle 
East  heats  up 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — Before  the  U.S.  made 
its  first  strike  against  Iraq,  senators  and 
representatives  debated  the  issue  Jan.  12  in 
one  of  the  longest,  most  futile  debates  in  the 
history  of  Congress.  By  votes  of  250-183  and 
52-47,  the  House  and  Senate  rejected  moves-- 
to  allow  more  time  for  sanctions  to  force  Iraq 
out  of  Kuwait,  authorizing  President  George 
Bush  to  launch  military  assaults  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  which  he  did  Jan.  16. 

“We  have  a  multinational  force  that 
consists  of  American  soldiers  and 
international  cheerleaders,”  said  Rep.  Barney 
Frank,  one  of  two  openly  gay  legislators  from 
Massachusetts  who  spoke  in  opposition  to 
hostility  against  Iraq.  “A  war  in  which  the 
Americans  do  all  the  dying,  and  all  the 
shooting,  and  all  the  spending,  and  all  the 
bleeding  is  not  only  morally  unfair  to  the 
American  people,  it  is  unwise.” 

Echoed  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.), 
“Hussein  must  be  stopped.  But  the  fact  is  that 
he  is  being  stopped,  l^ause  of  the  sanctions, 
his  pmwer  is  diminishing  day  by  day.  He  is 
losing  his  wealth,  his  military  power,  his 
political  standing,  his  control  over  the  future. 

“As  for  oil,  he  has  us  not — as  some  have 
said — by  the  jugular,  but  by  a  capiUary.” 

Studds  conceded  that  the  U.S.  “can 
probably  win  on  the  battlefield.”  But,  he 
charged,  too  many  unknowns  exist,  including 
the  conflict’s  length  and  numbers  of  deaths 
and  injuries. 

“War  is  bloody,  brutal  and  unpredictable 
and,  far  more  often  than  not,  useless,”  he 
said. 

Officials  who  now  propose  war  have  spent 
the  last  decade  “mismanaging  our  balance  of 
trade,  budget,  banking  system,  and  our  entire 
economy,”  Studds  charged.  “War  will  only 
finish  the  job.” 

California  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  also  voiced 
opposition  to  the  war,  saying  that  even 
though  the  battle  may  be  quick,  “It  won’t 
come  free.”  Choosing  the  route  of  war,  she 
warned,  carries  a  huge  price  of  “body  bags, 
babies  killed,  and  an  uncertain,  unstable 
Middle  East,  evai  aftCT  the  crisis.” 

Veteran  gay  peace  activist  David 
McReynolds  of  the  War  Resisters  League  in 
New  York  called  the  congressional  vote  “a 
travesty.” 

“Anyone  voting  for  the  resolution  who  is 
not  a  veteran  should  resign,”  he  said.  “They 
have  absolutely  no  right  to  send  kids  into 
combat,  and  I  wish  [Vice-president]  Dan 
Quayle  would  have  to  head  the  first 
division.” 

McReynolds  added  that,  “Bush  has  in  one 
sense  lost,  even  though  he  has  won.”  He 
explained  that,  “I  don’t  see  how  anybody  in 
their  right  mind  could  consider  it  a  victory. 
The  debate  was  brutal.  Leadership  of  both 
houses  were  against  the  imperial  President. 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON — For  a  few  fleeting 
moments  on  Friday  afternoon,  Jan.  11, 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  let  themselves 
believe  that  the  near-impossible  had 
happOTed:  the  Pentagon,  it  seemed,  had  said 
-  that  it  would  temporarily  lift  its  ban  on 
lesbians  and  gay  men  so  they  could  serve  in 
the  Persian  Gulf  war.  Within  a  half  hour, 
though,  the  doors  had  slammed  shut  on 
lesbians  and  gay  men  once  again — the 
Defense  Department  insisted  that 
homosexuality  remains  a  ground  for 
“essential  discharge,”  war  or  no  war. 

Looking  back,  activists  said  they  thought 
the  Pentagon  was  simply  too  gim-shy  about 
publicity  to  give  up  its  policy  keeping 
lesbians  and  gay  men  out  of  the  armed 
forces,  even  temporarily. 

The  confusion  began  when  a  Defense 
Department  spokesperson  told  gay  journalist 
Randy  Shilts  in  a  Jan.  1 1  article  for  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  that  discharges  of 
lesbian  and  gay  mUitary  personnel  would  be 
“deferred”  until  after  the  Gulf  war. 
Department  officials  cited  a  “stop-loss” 
provision  that  put  all  but  essential  discharges 
on  hold  during  the  Gulf  action. 

That  same  week  Donna  Jackson,  a  25- 
year-old  reservist  from  San  Diego,  informed 
the  press  that  her  commanding  officer  had 
told  her  that  she  could  serve  in  the  war,  even 
though  she  is  a  lesbian.  Shortly  after 
Jackson’s  announcement,  however,  the 
Pentagon  was  deluged  with  calls  from  the 
media,  and  issued  a  statement  denying  that 
gay-related  discharges  were  being  deferred. 

“I  think  it  was  [Jackson]  coming  out  and 
saying  that  she  wanted  to  go  as  an  open 
lesbian  that  pushed  the  Pentagon  to  say  ‘no’ 
in  a  definitive  way,”  said  Sue  Hyde,  who 
recently  resigned  from  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF). 

Hyde  told  GCN  that  she  thought  it  was 
“very  courageous”  of  Jackson  to  come  out. 
Nonetheless,  she  added,  “For  Donna,  it  was  a 
win-win  situation:  either  be  sent  to  the 
Persian  Gulf  as  an  open  lesbian,  or  be 
discharged  and  not  have  to  go.”  The  effect 
of  Jackson’s  action,  Hyde  said,  “was  to  echo 
Miriam  Ben-Shalom’s  call  for  openly  lesbian 
and  gay  service  people  to  serve  in  the  Gulf.” 
Ben-Shalom,  the  founder  of  a  lesbian,  gay 
and  bisexual  veterans  network,  was  ousted 
from  the  U.S.  Army  because  of  her  sexual 
orientation. 

In  the  end,  Hyde  said,  the  Pentagon’s 
shuffling  led  neither  to  a  net  gain  nor  to  a  net 
loss  for  lesbian  and  gay  activists.  Referring 
to  the  wide  national  press  coverage  that  the 
confusion  received,  she  added,  “Perhaps  the 
biggest  thing  to  come  out  of  this  was  a  New 
York  Tunes  article  in  which  once  again  the 
issue  [of  anti-gay  discrimination]  was 
raised.”  In  any  case,  she  said,  “We  had  our 

Continued  on  page  14 


Whose  right  to  ki^w? 


The  mainstream  press  features  increased  debate  over  possible 
doctor-to-patient  HN transmission,  and  some  believe 
forthcoming  CDC  guidelines  will  endorse  mandatory  testing  for 
all  health  care  workers 


By  Chris  Nealon 

ATLANTA  —  As  public  debate  intaisifies 
over  the  rights  of  fflV-positive  health  care 
workers  and  their  patients,  policymakers  at 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDQ  here 
are  plaiming  to  release  new  guidelines  that 
will  assess  the  risks  that  HIV-positive  doctors 
may  pose  to  their  patients.  Activists  in  the 
legal  and  medical  communities,  meanwhile, 
say  they  are  angry  that  the  CDC  has  allowed 
such  wide  publicity  to  surround  the  few 
known  instances  of  possible  doctor-patient 
transmission. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among 
medical  professionals  that  the  CDC  will 
establish  a  policy  of  mandatory  HIV  testing 
for  all  health  care  workers,  and  will  require 
health  workers  to  disclose  their  HJV  status  to 
patients. 

To  date,  the  most  intensely  scrutinized  case 
has  been  that  of  Dr.  David  Acer,  a  dentist  in 
Jensen  Beach,  Fla.  Three  of  Acer’s  patients 
have  tested  positive  with  a  strain  of  HIV 
similar  to  his.  One  woman,  22-year-old 
Kimberly  Bergalis,  has  developed  AIDS- 
related  symptoms,  and  filed  suit  against  her 
insurance  company  for  sending  her  to  Acer. 
Bergalis’  case  has  received  broad  national 
attention,  including  an  appearance  by 
Bergalis  on  the  cover  of  People  magazine. 
Acer  died  of  AIDS-related  complications  last 
year. 

When  Bergalis  first  stqjped  forward,  CDC 
investigators  speculated  that  Acer’s  blood 
had  somehow  mixed  with  Bergalis’  blood 
during  a  dental  procedure.  But  activists  and 
investigators  agree  that  the  discovery  of  the 
other  HIV-positive  patients  opens  up  the 
more  likely  possibility  that  equipment  in 
Acer’s  office  was  not  sterile.  (A  CDC  report 
released  Jan.  17  confirmed  that  Acer’s 
hygienic  procedures  did  not  measure  up  to 
CDC  standards.) 

In  another  instance,  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  been  deluged 
with  phone  calls  since  the  aimouncement  that 
one  of  its  doctors  died  of  AIDS-related 
conditions  in  November.  According  to  the 
New  York  Native,  Hopkins  officials  have 


offered  to  test  the  former  patients  of  Dr. 
Rudolph  Almarez.  Hopkins  officials  have 
also  ciled  upon  the  CDC  to  move  quickly  to 
establish  its  safety  guidelines  for  surgery  and 
other  “invasive  procedures.” 

Crisis  for  health  care  workers 

At  stake  in  the  debate  about  doctor-patiait 
transmission  are  the  careers  of  many  health 
care  workers,  as  well  as  the  stability  of  the 
U.S.  health  care  system,  which  is  already 
short  on  doctors. 

“There’s  already  significant  discrimination 
against  infected  health  care  workers,”  said 
Dr.  Benjamin  Schatz,  director  of  the  Medical 
Expertise  Retention  Program  of  the  American 
Association  of  Physicians  for  Human  Rights 
(AAPHR).  “And  the  increased  visibility  of 
the  issue  means  even  more  pressure.” 

In  fact,  Schatz  said,  he  tliinks  many  health 
care  workers  will  be  forced  to  leave  their  jobs 
if  the  CDC  chooses  to  require  testing  —  a 
move  he  thinks  is  likely.  “CDC  has  long  had 
an  agenda  for  testing,”  said  Schatz,  adding 
that  the  publicity  around  the  Bergalis  case 
provides  “a  new  opportunity  to  push  for  [it].” 

AAPHR,  a  San  Francisco-based 
association  of  lesbian  and  gay  physicians, 
recently  set  up  the  expertise  retention 
program  in  order  to  assist  HIV-positive  health 
care  workers.  Schatz  told  GCN  that  the 
program  is  currently  working  with  hospitals 
and  medical  schools  to  influence  the  CDC  “to 
adopt  reasonable  policies”  —  excluding 
mandatory  testing  —  this  year.  He  also  said 
that  the  retention  program  is  planning  to 
provide  referral  and  re-training  “for  those 
who  may  be  forced  to  reconsider  their  career 
choices.” 

Impact  of  mandatory  testing 

Schatz  added  that  he  thought  the  attention 
to  the  Bergalis  case  has  led  to  unrealistic 
public  enthusiasm  for  testing  health  care 
providers,  and  for  removing  HIV-positive 
health  workers.  “The  public  has  not  been 
apprised  of  the  cost  of  health  worker 
restriction  proposals,”  Schatz  remarked. 

First  of  all,  he  said,  restrictive  anti-HIV 
guidelines  are  likely  to  be  disastrous  for  HIV- 
Continutd  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

"There  are  not  nearly  the  opportunities  to 
engage  in  high-risk  behavior  over  there  that 
there  are  over  here.” 

— Dr.  John  McNeil,  chief  of  epidemiology 
at  Walter  Reed  Army  Institute  of  Research  in 
Washington,  asserting  in  the  New  York 
Native  that  the  deployment  of  troops  in 
Saudi  Arabia  will  help  lower  the  number  of 
new  "AIDS  cases"  in  the  US.  Army. 

Utah  officials  support 
quarantine 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — Saying  they  fear 
"non-compliant  AIDS  patients,"  local  Health 
Officials  have  called  for  forced  quarantine 
for  people  with  infectious  diseases. 
According  to  the  New  York  Native,  city- 
county  health  director  Harry  Gibbons  told 
Salt  Lake’s  newly-elected  city 
commissioners  that,  “With  the  increasing 
number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  associated 
with  AIDS,  it  will  be  necessary  to  again 
open  a  facility  for  confining  patients  with 
infectious  diseases,  especially  those  with 
tuberculosis  and  perhaps  non-compliant 
AIDS  patients.” 

Officials  say  they  are  more  concerned 
with  tuberculosis  (TB)  than  with  AIDS 
because  TB  is  much  more  easily  transmitted. 
Deputy  Health  Director  John  Inch  Morgan 
has  also  said,  however,  that  a  “mandatory 
treatment  center”  could  be  used  to  confine 
prostitutes  who  have  AIDS. 

Morgan  has  proposed  that  a  quarantine 
facility  could  be  located  in  a  wing  of  a  new 
jail  being  built  in  South  Salt  Lake. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Gay  minister 
challenges  church 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— In  the  first 
challenge  of  its  kind  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  an  openly  gay  minister  has 
demanded  that  he  be  placed  in  a  ministry, 
and  that  the  church  lift  its  1984  ban  on 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Writing  to  Bishop 
George  Bashore  and  to  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  the  Rev.  James  Hawk  called  on  the 
church  to  “...put  away  old  myths, 
stereotypes,  and  fantasies  about  lesbian  and 
gay  people.” 

This  is  the  first  time  an  openly  gay 
minister  has  demanded  an  appointment, 
although  other  ministers  have  come  out  of 
the  closet  mid-career.  In  1987,  the  church 
suspended  the  Rev.  Rosemary  Deiunan  after 
she  told  Bashore  that  she  was  a  “self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexual.” 

Hawk  told  GCN  that  the  Board  has  agreed 
to  respond  to  his  letter  in  April.  “It’s  a  fairly 
good  date,”  he  said.  He  added,  however,  that 
he  has  found  the  Board’s  behavior  in  the 
matter  somewhat  disingenuous.  “They’re 
saying,  ‘We  have  a  chance  now  [in  the 
intervening  months]  to  dialogue  about  this,’ 
—  but  they’re  not  going  to  say  anything.” 

Hawk  also  said  that  he  has  received  strong 
moral  support  from  lesbians  and  gay  men 
around  the  country  since  he  came  out.  In 
particular,  he  said,  a  number  of  closeted 
ministers  have  called  him  to  wish  him  good 
luck.  “That  [has]  really  surprised  me,”  said 
Hawk. 

He  added  that  although  he  has  not 
experienced  hostility  to  his  anti- 
discrimination  challenge,  many  ministers 
have  encouraged  him  to  shy  away  from 
confrontation.  “They  don’t  say,  ‘You’re 
wrong,'”  Hawk  said,  “but,  ’Drop  the  issue 
and  get  out.’” 

— Chris  Nealon 

Gay  group  draws 
apology  from  city 
council 

MIRAMAR,  Fla. — Following  pressure 
from  a  new  activist  group,  the  city  council 
here  voted  unanimously  to  apologize  for 
cancelling  a  play  with  a  gay  theme.  About 
25  members  of  Gays  United  to  Attack 
Repression  and  Discrimination  (GUARD) 
staged  a  protest  Dec.  17  at  the  council’s 
meeting,  demanding  an  apology  for  the  city’s 
decision  to  cancel  the  play  Norman,  Is  that 
You?  The  play  deals  with  the  relationship 
between  a  heterosexual  man  and  his  gay  son. 

According  to  The  Weekly  News,  a  Miami- 
based  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  Miramar 
Mayor  Vicki  Coceano  cancelled  the  play  in 
December,  telling  the  Miami  Herald  that, 
“We’re  not  going  to  produce  anything  that 
upsets  anybody."  Coceano  reportedly 
received  one  complaint  about  the  play. 

At  the  demonstration,  GUARD  activists 
gathered  in  the  back  of  the  council’s  meeting 


room,  holding  up  large  signs  with  anti¬ 
homophobia  slogans.  After  commissioners 
commented  on  GUARD’S  letter  of  protest, 
activist  Charles  Pique  stood  up  and  said, 
“We’re,  looking  for  some  sign  from  the 
commission.”  The  officials  then  voted  to 
publicly  apologize  for  having  mishandled  the 
gay-related  play’s  production. 

Mayor  Coceano  remained  silent 
throu^out  the  proceedings. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Women  remember 
Montreal  massacre 

SAN  FRANCISCO — About  2500  women 
demonstrated  here  Dec.  8,  1990  in 
remembrance  of  the  brutal  murders  of  14 
women  in  Montreal  a  year  ago.  The  women- 
only  march  and  rally  were  sponsored  by  the 
Take  Back  the  Night  Coalition,  which 
comprises  area  feminist,  lesbian  and  civil 
rights  groups. 

“On  Dec.  6,  1989,  14  female  engineering 
students  were  murdered  by  a  man  in 
Montreal.  This  massacre  was  not  just  an 
isolated  instance  of  terrorism,  but  an 
intentional  symbolic  act  of  violence  and 
intimidation  executed  out  of  hatred  for  all 
women,”  read  march  literature.  “It  was  a 
horrifying  example  of  femicide  and  the 
violence  that  is  unabashedly  directed  toward 
women  eveiy  day.” 

— Kelly  Gaines 


S.F.  women  march  in  memory  of  the  1989 
murders  of  1 4  women,  Dec.  8 


Union  fights  over  gay 
clause 

BOSTON — An  effort  by  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  (SEIU)  to 
include  a  sexual  orientation  anti- 
discrimination  clause  in  its  contract  was 
thwarted  by  state  negotiators  last  month. 
SEIU  is  a  member  of  the  Alliance,  which 
represents  27,000  state-employed  workers. 

SEIU’s  original  contract  included  a  ban  on 
bias  based  on  sexual  orientation,  but  union 
negotiators  abandoned  the  demand  when 
state  officials  told  SEIU  that  acceptance  of 
the  clause  would  mean  the  sacrifice  of  other 
arbitration  rights. 

John  McKeon,  the  state’s  chief  negotiator, 
told  the  Boston  Globe  that  SEIU  was  asking 
for  too  much,  and  that  the  state’s  demands 
for  concessions  were  “quid  pro  quo.”  He 
said  that  anti-discrimination  rules  are 
embodied  in  the  state’s  new  gay  rights  law, 
enacted  last  November  (See  GCN,  Nov.  19, 
1989),  and  asserted  that,  “It’s  a  handicap  to 
the  commonwealth  to  give  someone  the 
opportunity  to  take  two  or  three  bites  out  of 
the  jqjple.” 

Sandy  Felder,  the  head  of  the 
Massachusetts  Service  Employees  Union, 
expressed  disappointment  with  the  state’s 
actions.  She  said  that  the  union  is  not  “going 
to  strike  over”  the  issue,  but  she  added  that 
the  state’s  demand  for  concessions  “bears  the 
stamp  of  the  Dukakis  administration.” 

Felder  told  GCN  that  the  state  chose  to 
“target”  the  sexual  orientation  clause  in  order 
to  “^lit  the  gay  conununity  from  the  rest  of 
the  contractually  protected  classes  of 
people.”  She  voiced  frustration  over  former 
Gov.  Michael  Dukakis’  negative  treatment  of 
gay  civil  rights,  and  cited  the  former 
governor’s  attempt  to  ban  gay  foster  care  as 
an  example  of  his  administration’s 
discriminatory  policies.  Felder  concluded 
that  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orienution  in  the 
contract  “would  not  have  cost  the  state  a 
penny.  It  only  would  have  been  an  act  of 
goodwill  towards  our  community.” 

Ginny  Cutting,  a  member  of  the  local 
union  509  executive  board,  told  GCN  that 
the  state’s  negotiation  tactics  were  “clearly 
homophobic.”  Cutting,  who  sits  on  local 
509’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  Committee 
(one  of  the  few  such  unkm  committees  in  the 
country),  helped  develop  the  original  SEIU 
contract.  According  to  Cutting,  the  union 
“put  a  year  and  nine  months  into  fuming  the 
contract,  and  we  were  assured  throughout  the 
process  by  Ed  Laschman  [Dukakis’s 
Secretary  of  Administration]  that  the  sexual 


orientation  clause  would  be  accepted.” 

Cutting  said  that  the  gay  rights  issue  was 
“the  last  item  on  the  negotiating  table,”  and 
that  the  union  did  everything  possible  to 
push  for  its  acceptance.  She  called  the 
state’s  arbitration  concession  demands 
“outlandish,”  and  something  “no  union  could 
agree  to.”  Said  Cutting,  “Members  of  the 
Dukakis  administration  told  us  all  through 
the  contract’s  formation  that  there  would  be 
no  problem  with  the  sexual  orientation 
language.  Very  simply,  we  were  lied  to.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Movie  studio  targets 
‘Pink  Panthers’ 

NEW  YORK— The  movie  company  that 
produced  the  “Pink  Panther”  films,  recently 
filed  a  trademark  infringement  lawsuit 
against  a  group  of  gay  New  Yorkers  who 
have  formed  a  street  patrol  unit  to  stop 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The 
organization,  called  the  Pink  Panther  Patrol, 
was  established  last  June  in  response  to  the 
increased  number  of  gay-bashings  that 
occurred  in  Greenwich  Village  and  Chelsea. 

Gerri  Wells,  founder  of  the  Pink  Panther 
Patrol,  told  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel  that 
the  organization  chose  the  name  to  associate 
itself  with  other  activist  groups,  such  as  the 
Black  Panthers  and  the  Grey  Panthers. 

However,  the  movie  company,  MGM- 
Pathe  Communications,  argues  that,  “The 
Pink  Panther  motion  pictures  were  created 
and  produced  in  the  spirit  of  light-hearted, 
non-controversial  family  fun  and 
entertainment,  a  purpose  and  history  not  in 
keeping  with  the  issue  the  Pink  Panther 
Patrol  faces.”  The  company’s  suit  accuses 
the  gay  group  of  unauthorized  use  of 
trademarks  for  the  Pink  Panther  name  and 
pawprint  design. 

In  response  to  the  complaint.  Wells  said, 
“This  is  really  shameful.  I  can’t  help  but 
think  it’s  anoAer  form  of  gay-bashing,  but 
on  a  corporate  level.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Thousands  hold  anti¬ 
war  protest  in  Boston 

BOSTON — Over  4,000  people  gathered 
on  Boston  Common  Jan.  15  to  protest 
impending  war  in  the  Middle  East. 
Sponsored  by  the  Emergency  Coalition  for 
Peace,  Justice,  and  Non-Intervention  in  the 
Middle-East,  the  demonstration  drew  more 
than  10  times  the  number  of  people  expected 
by  the  organizers.  The  protesters  marched 
around  the  Common  carrying  signs  and 
chanting  anti-war  epithets,  and  then  came 
together  to  hear  local  activists  speak  out 
against  the  Gulf  crisis. 

“There  is  a  large  crowd  here,  without  there 
having  been  much  publicity  about  the 
demonstration,”  said  speaker  Howard  Zinn. 
“This  is  because  we  all  have  the  sense  that 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  insanity.”  Zinn,  a 
historian  and  a  peace  activist,  told  the 
demonstrators  that,  “We  have  to  depend  on 
the  common  sense  of  the  people  all  over  the 
world.  We  must  say  to  those  who  run  things: 
the  war  momenttun  has  got  to  stop,  things 
have  gone  too  far.” 

Anti-Bush  sentiment  pervaded  the  protest 
as  participants  denounced  the  president’s 
refusal  to  negotiate  and  his  hawkish  stance 
toward  Iraq.  “We  are  normal,  regular 
Americans  who  are  saying  that  it  is  the 
radicals  in  office  who  start  war,”  one  speaker 
declared. 

David  Scondras,  an  openly  gay  Boston 
City  Cotmcilor,  addressed  the  demonstrators 
in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  Bush.  “Mr. 
President,”  Scondras  declared,  “If  you  have 
the  nerve  to  put  the  world  at  war,  we  have 
the  nerve  to  give  you  a  civil  war.  Starting 
tomorrow  at  7  ajn.,  we  will  join  with  other 
cities  across  the  nation  to  shut  this  country 
down!” 

Scondras  later  told  GCN  that  he  believes 
mass  civil  unrest  will  occur  throughout  the 
nation  if  Bush  orders  military  action  against 
Iraq.  Scondras  said  that  polls  show  that  most 
citizens  do  not  want  war,  and  said  he 
believes  that  people  are  disgusted  and 
angered  by  the  federal  government’s 
usurpation  of  power  during  the  Middle  East 
crisis.  “People  will  never  let  Washington  get 
this  out  of  control  again,”  he  stated.  “The 
only  good  thing  to  come  out  of  a  war  will  be 
an  end  to  the  13-year  Reagan-Bush  reign.” 

Scondras  was  among  many  gay  peace 
activists  present  at  the  demonstration.  A 
group  of  Jewish  lesbian  feminists  marched 
together  chanting,  “We’re  here,  we’re  queer, 
we’re  not  going  to  war.”  Liz  Highleyman,  a 
bisexual  demonstrator,  told  GCN,  “I  believe 
in  the  making  of  coalitions  between  all 
progressive  groups.”  She  added  that,  “War 
costs  a  mint,  and  we  need  domestic  spending 
for  AIDS,  homelessness,  and  health  care. 
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There  certainly  is  every  reason  for  gay, 
lesbian,  and  bisexual  people  to  be  here.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

New  program  to 
provide  grants  to 
activists 

NEW  YORK — ^The  Funding  Exchange,  a 
network  of  15  local  community  foundations 
around  the  country  committed  to  raising 
funds  for  and  distributing  grants  to 
progressive  grassroots  organizations, 
recently  announced  a  new  program  called 
OUT:  A  Fund  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Liberation.  OUT  will  support  projects  that: 
organize  against  homophobia  and 
heterosexism;  identify  the  connections 
between  these  and  other  oppressions;  address 
other  issues  of  sexual  politics;  and  work-  to 
forge  coalitions  to  take  action  on  these 
issues. 

OUT  has  already  received  a  substantive 
initial  gift  that  will  cover  all  administrative 
costs  of  the  Fund.  All  contributions  will  go 
directly  to  grants  for  grassroots 
organizations.  Grantmaking  decisions  will  be 
made  by  a  board  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
from  around  the  country.  At  present,  the  staff 
and  board  of  OUT  are  actively  fundraising 
across  the  country  to  solicit  gifts  from  a 
broad  spectrum  of  individual  donors. 

June  Makela,  the  Funding  Exchange’s 
executive  director,  said,  “OUT’s  mission 
rests  on  the  conviction  that  the  struggle 
against  heterosexism  and  homophobia  is  an 
essential  part  of  any  progressive  agenda  for 
fundamental  social  change.  Central  to  that 
conviction  is  the  idea  that,  to  be  truly 
effective  and  liberatory,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
struggle  must  be  linked  with  other  efforts, 
against  economic  inequality,  against  racism, 
and  against  the  exploitation  of  women.” 

For  information  about  seeking  a  grant  or 
making  a  donation  to  OUT,  contact  Charlie 
Fernandez  at  (212)  529-5300,  or  write  666 
Broadway,  Suite  500,  New  Yoik,  NY,  10012. 

— Kelly  Gaines 

Young  dykes  to  gather 
In  Chicago 

CHICAGO — “A  Gathering  of  Young 
Lesbian  Separatists  and  Our  Radical 
Feminist  Lesbian  Friends  in  Our  Teens  and 
Twenties”  will  take  place  here  March  23-24. 
According  to  Equal  Time,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
newspaper  in  Minneapolis,  the  event  is  part 
of  the  “ongoing  networking  between  a  new 
generation  of  dykes  making  radical  choices.” 

Dykes  of  many  colors  and  cultures  are 
already  involved  in  plaiming  for  the  event, 
including  working  on  issues  of  accessibility. 
Registration,  which  will  be  based  on  a 
sliding  scale,  may  possibly  be  waived  for 
some  participants.  Organizers  said  that 
because  of  a  commitment  to  violence-free 
spaces,  lesbian  batterers  and  S/Mdykes  are 
not  welcome. 

For  more  information,  write:  Waxing 
Crescent,  2825  N.  Laramie,  Apt.  2N, 
Chicago,  IL  60641-5028. 

— Kelly  Gaines 

Iowa  to  host  gay/les 
youth  conference 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa — Earlier  the  same 
month  that  young  lesbians  will  meet  in 
Chicago,  a  conference  for  people  who  work 
with  gay  and  lesbian  youth  will  be  held  here. 
About  500  professionals  are  expected  to 
attoid  “A  Matter  of  Justice  and  Compassion: 
Serving  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  II,”  March 
1. 

According  to  Equal  Time,  the  conference 
is  an  attempt  to  give  youth  service  providers 
an  intensive  and  interactive  educational 
forum  on  the  needs  of  young  gay  men, 
lesbians,  and  bisexuals.  The  conference’s 
stated  objectives  include:  discussing  the 
status  of  homosexuality  in  today’s  society; 
providing  a  safe  forum  in  which 
professionals  can  discuss  personal  and 
professional  issues;  helping  participants 
examine  society’s  myths  and  fears  relating  to 
homosexuality;  and  considering  iiuiovative 
methods  of  education  for  schools,  religious 
organizations,  and  religious  groups. 

Joyce  Hunter,  director  of  counseling  at  the 
Hetrick-Martin  Institute  in  New  York,  will 
be  the  keynote  speaker. 

For  registration  information,  contact: 
Qairc  Hueholt  at  (515)  279-2110  or  (515) 
277-1454;  Susan  JeUiger  at  (515)  280-7004, 
ext.  125;  or  A  Matter  of  Justice  and 
Compassion,  4211  Grand  Ave.,  Dcs  Moines, 
lA  50312. 

— Kelly  Gaines 


Oregon  women  bring  suit 
in  guilt  by  association 
case 

A  school  district  fires  two  musicians  after  learning  that  one  of 
them  wrote  the  score  for  a  show  about  the  romantic  adventures 
of  a  lesbian  softball  team 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

PORTLAND,  Ore. — Two  women  were 
fired  last  November  by  an  Oregon  school 
district  because  one  of  them  was  associated 
with  lesbians.  The  women.  Sue  Carney  and 
Pat  O’Scannell,  subsequently  filed  suit  in 
December,  charging  that  their  freedom  of 
association  rights  had  been  violated.  The 
case  has  garnered  considerable  attaition  and 
support  from  the  local  gay  community, 
including  a  petition  drive  in  Oregon’s  gay 
press. 

“Nobody  even  asked  if  I  was  a  lesbian,” 
Carney  told  GCN.  “The  people  who  fired  me 
made  it  clear  that  I  wasn’t  fired  because  I 
was  a  lesbian.  It  was  very  much  an  issue  of 
the  perceived  sexual  orientation  of  the  people 
I  was  associating  with.” 

Last  October,  Carney  and  O’Scaimell,  who 
form  the  Irish  musical  duo,  Criona,  were 
hired  by  the  Mae  Richardson  Elementary 
School  to  teach  Renaissance  music  between 
March  25  and  April  12,  1991.  Criona  was 
commissioned  by  the  Richardson  school 
through  a  contract  with  the  Southern  Oregon 
Arts  Coimcil,  a  field  office  of  the  Oregon 
Arts  Commission. 

In  November,  Katherine  Tompkins,  the 
school’s  principal,  learned  that  Carney  was 
involved  with  a  lesbian  musical.  The  Amazon 
All-Stars.  Tompkins  then  sought  to  cancel 
Criona’s  artist-in-residency  contract,  and 
received  approval  for  the  action  from  the 
Arts  Council.  In  December,  Criona  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
filed  a  lawsuit  charging  that  the  Central  Point 
School  District  and  the  Oregon  Arts 
Commission  violated  Carney’s  and 
O’Scannell’s  rights  to  freedom  of 
association. 

Renee  Jacobs,  Criona’s  lawyer  and  ACLU 
cooperating  attorney,  said  that  she  believes 
that  the  school  district  and  the  Arts 
Commission  are  setting  a  dangerous 
precedent  by  firing  Carney  and  O’Scannell. 
Jacobs  told  GCN  that,  “Private  lives  are  not 
for  public  scrutiny,”  and  that  “if  the 
defendants  receive  the  okay  in  this  suit, 
everybody  employed  by  the  state  will 
become  incredibly  isolated  and  fearful  for 
their  private  lives  and  personal  associations.” 
Such  state  scrutiny,  Jacobs  continued,  “cuts 
way  back  on  people  wanting  to  see  and 
interact  with  diverse  cultures.” 

Dave  Fidanque,  associate  director  of  the 
Oregon  ACLU,  said  that  he  believes  that 
Carney  and  O’Scannell  have  a  strong  case  on 
a  number  of  different  levels.  Fidanque  said 
that  Criona  suffered  a  breach  of  contract  by 
the  school  district  and  Arts  Commission,  and 
that  this  violation  alone  “may  decide  the 
case.”  He  added  that  if  the  suit  is  argued 
beyond  this  basic  contractual  issue,  the  two 
women  also  have  ample  evidence  to  prove 
that  the  school’s  actions  violated  their  First 
Amendment  rights  to  freedom  of  association. 
Finally,  Fidanque  explained,  the  case  may 
test  the  language  and  boundaries  of  an 
Oregon  law  that  stipulates  that  it  is  unlawful 
for  an  employer  to  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  the  sex  of  those  with  whom  an  individual 
associates. 

Brian  Mullen,  attorney  for  the  Central 
Point  School  District,  dismissed  the 
accusations  that  the  cancelled  contracts  were 
based  on  bias.  He  told  GCN  that  the  schools 
have  been  forced  to  reduce  financial 
expenditures  due  to  Measure  5,  a  recently 
approved  voter  initiative  that  puts  a  cap  on 
all  property  taxes.  Mullen  said  that  Criona 
was  one  of  many  groups  affected  by  budg« 
cutbacks.  “The  schools  get  half  their  funding 
from  property  taxes,  and  thus  there’s  going  to 
be  cuts  in  lots  of  areas  and  many  restrictions 
on  contracts,”  he  said. 

State  Arts  Commission  embattled 

The  suit  has  placed  the  Oregon  Arts 
Commission  in  a  difficult  position,  for,  as 
Carney  explained,  “It  is  supposed  to  support 
the  liberal  artist  types,  not  be  sued  by  the 
ACLU.”  Peter  Sears,  the  Oregon  Arts 
Commission  Coordinator,  told  GCN  that  he 
was  disappointed  with  the  suit  and  its 
divisive  effects.  “The  Arts  Commission 
considers  itself  an  ally  of  the  arts  commumty, 
and  this  is  quite  a  reversal,”  he  explained. 

Sears  said  that  because  he  is  named  in  the 
suit,  he  is  not  able  to  discuss  the  issue 


extensively.  However,  he  did  make  it  clear 
that,  as  a  state  agency  in  the  arts,  the  Arts 
Commission  is  tom  between  two  worlds. 
“We  have  a  good,  long-standing  relationship 
with  Carney  and  O’Scannell,”  said  Sears. 
“Artists  are  very  important  to  us,  and  this  is 
much  more  than  simply  a  legal  issue.” 

ACLU  Oregon’s  Jann  Carson  said  she 
hopes  that  the  Criona  suit  will  prompt  the 
Arts  Commission  “to  establish  clear,  non- 
discriminatory  policies.” 

In  an  effort  to  send  a  visible  message  of 
condemnation  to  the  Arts  Commission,  the 
ACLU,  in  conjunction  with  Donna  Redwing 
of  the  Lesbian  Community  Project  in 
Portland,  has  designed  a  clip-out  petition  to 
run  in  the  Oregon  gay  presses.  Carson  said 
that  with  the  petition,  “We  are  telling  the  Arts 
Commission  that  we,  as  taxpayers,  feel  that 
their  condoning  of  the  homophobic  actions 
of  the  school  council  was  unconscionable 
and  unacceptable.” 

Redwing  told  GCN  that  the  gay 
community’s  response  to  Criona  and  the  suit 
has  been  quite  supportive,  because  “we  have 
reached  a  saturation  point.”  And  another 
participant  in  the  petition  project  added  that, 
“The  suit’s  facts  are  so  solid  that  the  Criona 
case  can  be  used  as  a  lighming  rod  for  the 
gay  community  to  get  righteously  angiy  and 
motivated.” 

Jacobs  said  that  she  believes  the  school 
district  and  Arts  Commission  “thought  they 
could  just  brush  these  women  off  the 
margins.”  In  the  eyes  of  the  defendants,  said 
Jacobs,  “What  could  be  more  powerless  than 
female  musicians  associated  with  a  lesbian 
theater  production?”  Rejecting  that 
assumption,  Jacobs  asserted,  “This  suit  will 
not  change  entrenched  views  of  homophobic 
people,  but  it  will  say  that  these  two  women 
and  the  gay  community  have  rights  and  will 
not  be  pushed  around.” 

“Whatever  these  women  were  doing  in 
their  personal  and  professional  associations 
was  obviously  serving  them  well  and  adding 
to  their  arts,”  Jacobs  concluded.  “They 
should  keep  doing  it.” 

“Caused  a  lot  of  grieP 

Before  problems  with  the  school  district 
began,  Carney  and  O’Scannell  had  a  long 
history  working  with  the  Oregon  Arts 
Commission.  Both  women  have  been 
involved  with  the  Oregon  Shakespeare 
Festival  as  Renaissance  music  performers. 
“For  years  the  Arts  Commission  has  had 
Criona  in  their  tour  book  that  matches  funds 
with  those  people  who  want  to  hire  the  Irish 
duo  for  performances,”  said  Carney.  She 
also  said  that  she  has  been  teaching  since 
1983,  and  has  always  received  very  positive 
feedback  about  her  teaching  capabilities. 

Carney  acknowledged  that  the  suit  has 
“caused  me  a  lot  of  grief  because  I  love  to 
work  with  kids,  and  I  don’t  know  where  my 
career  will  lead  now.”  She  explained  that,  “I 
have  spent  a  long  time  building  my  career 
one  brick  at  a  time  as  a  musician  and 
educator.  The  Oregon  schools  and  Arts 
Commission  have  been  long-time  employers, 
and  I  wonder  if  everything  I  have  built  in  my 
professional  life  will  be  taken  away  from 
me. 

However,  Carney  said  she  does  not  regret 
her  decision  to  take  legal  action  against  the 
state,  and  added  that  she  is  proud  of  her 
involvement  with  The  Amazon  All-Stars. 
The  play,  written  and  directed  by  Carolyn 
Gage,  is  a  comedy  about  the  romantic 
adventures  of  a  lesbian  softball  team.  “I  was 
not  just  ‘associated’  with  the  production,” 
said  Carney.  “I  wrote  the  musical  score  for 
the  entire  play.” 

“All  my  life  I  have  been  an  interpreter  of 
other  people’s  art  in  Irish  and  Renaissance 
music,  and  these  are  very  mainstream,” 
Carney  explained.  “For  the  first  time,  with 
The  Amazon  All-Stars,  I  put  my  name  on  the 
line.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


BOSTON  PEACE  ACTION  HOTLINE 
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CALL  FOR  A  BRIEF  RECORDED  MESSAGE  ABOUT  FUTURE 
DEMONSTRATIONS  AND  MARCHES  SUPPORTING  PEACE 

Sponsored  by  Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival 


Boston  police  raid 
private  s/m  club 

Three  are  arrested  for  ‘operating  a  house  of  ill  fame' 


By  Ed  Boyce 

BOSTON — The  Thunderhead  Club,  a 
private  S/M  club  in  Dorchester,  was  raided 
Dec.  20  by  Boston  Area  C  police.  While 
police  claim  that  the  raid  was  an  issue  of 
prostitution  and  neighborhood  disruption, 
advocates  for  those  charged  contend  that  it 
was  a  quiet,  private  party.  The  raid  has 
sparked  outrage  from  local  gay  activists. 

Eyewimesses,  who  spoke  with  GCN  on  the 
condition  of  anonymity,  said  that  a  private 
Christmas  party  was  in  progress  on  Dec.  20 
when  about  20  police  cars  arrived  at  the 
house.  Police  then  entered  the  house  without 
a  warrant,  using  excessive  force,  and  told  the 
residents  of  the  house  that  unless  police  were 
allowed  to  search  the  entire  premises,  “All 
of  your  guests  will  be  arrested.” 

Police  then  ordered  everyone  at  the  party 
to  lie  on  the  floor  and  produce  identification. 
During  the  raid,  said  the  eyewitnesses, 
police  “tore  the  house  apart”  looking  for 
drugs,  but  found  none.  After  the  police 
recorded  the  names  of  everyone  present,  the 
guests  were  ordCTed  to  leave.  Three  residents 
of  the  house  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
“offering  sex  for  a  fee,”  “operating  a  house 


of  ill  fame,”  and  “possession  of  a  dangerous 
weapon,”  specifically  a  studded  wrist  band. 

The  police  said  they  were  reacting  to  a 
neighborhood  complaint  about  noise,  but 
attendees  of  the  private  party  said  that  music 
in  the  house  was  at  low  volume,  and  that 
little,  if  any,  noise  was  emanating  from  the 
house. 

The  raid  attracted  very  little  public 
attention  until  it  was  featured  in  a  column  by 
Boston  Globe  columnist  Mike  Bamicle  on 
Jan.  10.  “There  were  32  disturbed  men 
inside.  You’d  have  to  be  a  bit  disturbed  to 
enjoy  getting  tied  up  tighter  than  a  hostage 
while  someone  beat  you  with  a  stick  or 
leash,”  wrote  Bamicle,  who  later  added,  ”... 
it  gave  new  meaning  to  a  man  telling  his 
wife,  ‘Honey,  I’m  going  to  be  late.  I  got  tied 
up  in  town.’”  In  addition,  Bamicle  and  the 
Globe  also  printed  the  address  of  the  house 
where  the  party  took  place. 

Michael  Cronin,  chair  of  the  Anti-Violence 
project  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance,  said  he  was 
particularly  outraged  that  the  Globe  printed 
the  address  of  those  arrested.  “The  fact  that 
Continued  on  page  6 


D.C.  case  provides  first 
test  of  hate  crime  laws 


Similar  challenges  are  pending  in  three  other  states 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — Attorneys  seeking  to 
overturn  the  city’s  year-old  Bias-Related 
Crimes  Act  will  begin  oral  arguments  Jan.  23 
in  D.C.  Superior  Court  here.  Civil 
libertarians  and  gay  activists  will  be 
watching  as  this  first  case  challenging  laws 
that  provide  special  punishments  to 
perpetrators  of  hate-motivated  crimes 
unfolds. 

“This  is  an  important  development,”  said 
Michael  Ueberman,  Washington  counsel  for 
B’nai  Brith  Anti-Defamation  Leauge.  “If 
D.C.’s  or  any  of  the  46  other  hate-crimes 
statutes  are  declared  unconstitutionally  vague 
or  violative  of  equal  protection  and  due 
process,  it’s  really  going  to  be  a  terrific 
setback.” 

Bias-related  laws  are  also  under  appeal  in 
Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota.  None  of 
those  are  gay-related. 

The  case  here  involves  two  Virginia 
teenagers  who  were  arrested  Aug.  6,  1990, 
for  attacking  two  D.C.  residents  on  the 
popular  P  Street  strip  near  Dupont  Circle  in 
Northwest  Washington.  Witnesses  said  the 
teens  stalked  the  victims  in  a  vehicle,  and 
returned  to  assault  them  with  a  billy  club, 
shouting,  “Kill  the  fags.”  At  least  12  people 
watched  the  attack. 

Five  weeks  later  a  Superior  Court  grand 
jury  indicted  John  Bertrand,  17,  and  David 
Schmugge,  16,  on  two  counts  each  of  assault 
with  intent  to  murder  while  armed,  and  one 
count  of  attanpting  to  injure  a  person. 

The  Bias-Related  Crimes  Act  allows 
judges  to  sentence  perpetrators  of  bias- 
related  offenses  to  one-and-a-half  times  the 
maximum  jail  sentence.  Another  sentencing 
“enhancement”  allows  judges  to  assess  one 
and  one-half  times  the  highest  fine  allowed 
by  law.  Crimes  covered  are  arson,  assault, 
burglary,  manslaughter,  rape,  property 
damage,  kidnapping,  murder,  robbery,  theft, 
and  trespass. 

Defense  attorneys  Walter  J.  Boimer  and 
Susan  Boreki  contended  in  preliminary 
motions  that  D.C.  bias  law  is 
“unconstitutionally  vague”  and  allows 
“arbitrary  and  subjective”  law  enforcement 

Because  the  law  “fails  to  delineate  any 
objective  standards  by  which  it  is  to  be 


applied,  thus  encouraging  arbitrary  and  ad 
hoc  application  by  prosecutors,  judges,  and 
juries,”  Bonner  argued,  it  should  not  be 
permitted  to  stand  in  this  form. 

The  lawyers  also  want  the  charges 
dismissed  because  they  claim  the  U.S. 
Attorney’s  office  committed  “prosecutorial 
vindictiveness”  after  pressure  by  gay  and 
lesbian  activists  to  charge  the  pair  as  adults. 
(In  lieu  of  a  district  attorney  or  county 
prosecutor,  federal  officials  handle  serious 
felonies  here.)  Bertrand  and  Schmugge  now 
face  prison  terms  of  40  years;  if  they  had 
been  charged  as  juveniles,  incarceration 
could  have  lasted  from  six  months  to  two 
years. 

“The  lawyers  are  trying  to  blame  us  for 
doing  our  job,”  said  Tom  Swift,  co-chair  of 
the  D.C.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti-Violence 
Task  Force  (GLATF).  “We  didn’t  do 
anything  that  any  neighborhood  groups 
wouldn’t  do  to  help  fight  crime.” 

Although  Swift  and  other  activists  are 
concerned  that  the  law  might  be  ruled  “void 
for  vagueness,”  he  said  that  “In  this  case,  one 
of  unprovoked,  malicious  gay-bashing,  I 
think  the  law  will  stand.” 

The  new  law  also  allows  victims  to  file 
civil  suits  for  damages  against  offenders 
regardless  of  criminal  prosecution  or 
conviction,  and  against  parents  of  juvenile 
perpetrators. 

La  addition,  the  legislation  mandates  that 
new  Mayor  Sharon  Pratt  Dixon  will  collect 
and  compile  data  on  the  incidence  of  such 
crimes.  The  crimes  are  defined  as  acts  based 
on  prejudice  against  “actual  or  perceived” 
status  of  “race,  color,  national  origin,  sex, 
age,  marital  status,  personal  appearance, 
sexual  orientation,  family  responsibilities, 
physical  handicap,  matriculation,  or  political 
affiliation.” 

Deanna  Duby,  of  the  D.C.  Commission 
for  Women  and  senior  attorney  with  People 
for  the  American  Way,  concluded  that  the 
comprehensive  law  is  “very  important  for 
any  racial  minority,  and  to  women  generally, 
because  it’s  not  just  gays  or  lesbians  who  ar.’- 
the  victims  of  violence  motivated  by  bias  or 
hate."  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feeiings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  weicome  aii 
contributions  except  personai  attacks. 
Copies  of  ietters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  eisewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  availabie  basis  oniy.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  ietters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  iength 
and  ciarity,  in  consuitation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

Aii  ietter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out"  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  ^AN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  In  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes.  It  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Volces/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Come  to  our  aid 

Dear  GCN: 

It’s  very  important  that  this  notice  below  is 
published  in  your  paper.  I  saw  an  article  in 
the  Windy  City  paper  about  Mr.  P.  Ferrari 
dying  in  N.Y.  His  lover  resides  at  times  in 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mr.  W.  Richard  Rader  and  I  want  you  to 
know  how  grateful  I  am  as  well  as  hundreds 
of  others  that  your  lover  Mr.  Ferrari  and  you 
came  to  our  aid  and  let  us  live  rent  free  in 
your  housing  for  PWAs,  knowing  that  our 
own  families  turn  us  down  as  well  as  some 
friends.  You  two  were  the  real  friends.  I  cried 
for  several  minutes  when  I  saw  in  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter  as  well  as  the  Chicago  gay 
papers  that  your  lover  Mr.  P.  Ferrari  died  of  a 
heart  attack  in  New  York  City  12/17/90  due 
to  liver  cancer.  I  knew  you  and  Ferrari  as  well 
known  industrialists  as  well  as  loving,  kind, 
assisting  family.  Mr.  Rader  my  heart  goes  out 
to  you  knowing  how  you  two  were  mistreated 
by  your  own  families.  How  two  of  you  could 
b^ome  so  successful  in  life  and  be  so  caring 
to  others  that  are  less  fortunate.  And  helping 
on  so  many  charitable  organizations  for 
AIDS. 

Sam  Nore 
Boston,  Mass 
Mike  Kram 

□  Chicago,  n 

Basic  principles  of  life 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  a  gay  prisoner  and  have  spent  two  and 
a  half  years  incarcerated  with  many  more  to 
go.  When  I  was  convicted,  I  thought  that  the 
hardest  part  to  deal  with  were  the  people  in 
prison,  but  I  was  wrong.  The  people  I  have 
had  the  hardest  time  dealing  have  been  the 
gay  community  outside  of  the  cells. 

When  I  was  on  the  streets,  the  only 
“family”  I  had  was  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Services  Center  of  Hollywood, 
and  for  two  years  (5  days  a  week,  8  hours  a 
day),  1  volunteered  my  time  to  help  do  what  1 
could  for  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  my 
community.  When  I  was  arrested,  1  was 
shabbily  treated  by  the  police  and  the  jails 
because  I  was  gay.  Then  I  was  treated  the 
same  way  by  the  courts  and  the  prison  system 
because  1  was  gay.  Now,  I’ve  b^  down  two 
and  a  half  years  and  I’m  mad,  angry  even, 
because  I’ve  been  treated  the  same  way  by 
the  gay  community. 

I^r  some  strange  reason,  you  people  out 
there  don’t  seem  to  understand  the  basic 
principles  of  life,  that  everyone  uses 
everyone  and  there’s  nothing  wrong  with 
using  someone  as  kmg  as  you  don’t  abuse  the 
use!  Whether  it  be  physic^  (sex),  emotional, 
mental  or  material,  everyone  has  to  use 
someone  for  something  or  we’d  all  be  some 


very  lonely  people. 

Which  brings  me  to  the  point  of  this  letter. 
Gay  people  need  pen-pals  to  know  that  there 
are  people  out  there  that  care;  to  know  that 
there  are  people  out  there  that  think  of  us  as 
people  instead  of  animals  and  know  that  we 
all  make  mistakes  and  have  our  flaws.  Many 
gay  prisoners  have  nothing  coming  from  the 
inside  because  they  are  gay,  and  many  have 
nothing  coming  from  the  outside  because 
they  have  no  one,  but  sometimes  a  letter  is 
not  enough.  You  give  money  to  all  kinds  of 
gay  organizations,  yet,  you  balk  at  helping  a 
prisoner  in  need  out.  We,  there  are  those 
who  have  more  than  they  need  and  still  abuse 
the  system.  And,  there  are  those  "straights” 
who  say  they  are  gay  and  abuse  the  system. 
But,  if  you  can’t  stop  crime  in  the  streets, 
you’re  not  going  to  stop  it  in  the  mail.  All 
you’re  doing  is  making  life  hard  on  those 
people  who  really  need  you.  Isn’t  the  saying; 
“If  at  first  you  don’t  succeed,  try,  try  again?” 
When  you  find  those  people  who  need  you, 
you  will  know  who  they  are... 

But  you  won’t  find  they  if  you  don’t  look. 

We  are  people  too! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Stephen  Benwell 

P.S.  I'd  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  GCN  for  the  paper  and  the  books,  your 
program  does  more  than  its  share  for 
prisoners,  it’s  too  bad  there  aren’t  more 
people  like  you.  Take  care  and  stay  strong,  as 
v/e  will  try  to  do  the  same!! 

Stephen  Benwell 
E-25034 
RO.BoxW 
2-A5-26 

□  Represa,  CA  95671 

Whose  way  of  life  are  you 
defending? 

[This  was  originally  printed  in  Sojourner: 
The  Women’s  Forum-/Vov.  J990] 

Dear  Mr.  Bush: 

Whai  Saddam  Hussein  chemically  gassed 
his  own  people — the  Kurds— and 
imprisoned,  tortured,  and  killed  children  of 
real  and  suspected  activists  to  stop  all  dissent 
in  Iraq,  why  did  you  support  him  and  send 
him  arms  and  money?  Did  you  not  know 
about  his  crimes?  I  refer  you,  that,  to  two  of 
Amnesty  International’s  pamphlets:  Iraqi 
Children  Innocent  Victims  of  Political 
Repression  and  Iraqi  Kurds:  At  Risk  of 
Forcible  Repatriation  from  Turkey  and 
Human  Rights  Violations  in  Iraq. 

You  have  said  that  the  United  States 
military — our  youth,  our  daughters  and  sons, 
granddaughters  and  grandsons,  nieces  and 
nephews,  neighbors,  lovers  and  friends — is  in 
Saudi  Arabia  to  defend  the  American  way  of 
life.  Are  you  aware  that  you  have  a  very 
different  Werican  way  of  life  from  me  and 
millions  of  other  people  in  the  United  States? 
Let  me  tell  you  about  the  American  way  of 
life  for  many  of  us. 

In  this  country,  whose  way  of  life  are  you 
defending?  2  out  of  3  poor  people  are 
women;  a  woman  is  beaten  by  her  husband  or 
boyfriend  every  15  seconds;  20  percent  of  all 
battered  women  are  pregnant;  1  out  of  3 
women  will  be  raped  in  her  lifetime;  a 
woman  is  raped  every  3  minutes;  1  in  4 
women  is  molested  sexually  before  she  is  18; 
1  in  4  women  has  an  incest  history;  30 
percent  of  all  murders  of  women  are 
committed  by  male  partners.  Are  you 
unaware  of  the  war  on  women? 

Your  first  act  as  president  was  to  state  your 
solidarity  with  demonstrators  carrying  fetus 
signs.  You  have  been  screaming  about  the 
“rights  of  the  unborn”  and  their  “right  to 
life,”  as  you  put  it.  Given  this  point  of  view, 
how  can  you  be  willing  to  send  those  already 
bom  to  possible  death  in  the  deserts  of  the 
Middle  East?  How  long  do  you  think  you  can 
get  away  with  calling  women  who  have 
abortions  “murderers”  and  people  who  kill 
for  oil  and  power  “patriots”  (as  long  as  they 
are  on  your  side)? 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  mostly  poor  people, 
disproportionately  people  of  color  in  this 
racist  society,  who  eivlist  or  are  in  the  reserves 
and,  therefore,  might  die  in  your  war  to 
defend  your  American  way  of  life?  Do  you 
not  know  that  in  the  Unit^  States  that  you 
want  our  youth  to  die  for  there  are:  5  million 
homeless  p)eople,  40  million  without  access 
to  health  care;  at  least  2  million  battered 
children  yearly;  millions  already  dead  from 
toxic  poisons  in  our  environment;  20  million 
already  cancer-dead  from  the  wastes  of 
nuclear  weapons  production,  testing,  and  use 
over  the  past  40  years  (while  they  still  search 
for  viruses  that  cause  cancer)?  Nuclear  power 
and  its  death  wake  is  on  the  rise  as 
Sunnunuke  goes  rampant;  anti-Semitism 
against  both  Arabs  and  Jews  mounts;  vicious 
attacks  against  lesbians  and  gay  men 
increase;  racism  abounds,  and  the  violence, 
despair  and  hopelessness  it  breeds  is  looked 
at  as  the  cause  instead  of  the  effect  by  you; 
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the  AIDS  epidemic  soars  without  adequate 
services,  research,  education;  70,000 
Salvadorans  are  tortured  and  killed  by  right- 
wing  death  squads  supported  by  United 
States  aid  of  $1.5  million  per  day; 
alcoholism  and  other  drug  addictions 
skyrocket  as  people  try  to  block  out  and  deny 
the  pain  and  the  truth  of  the  American  way 
of  life...Do  you  think  Jesse  Helms  finds  any 
of  this  obscene  or  pornographic? 

It  is  way  past  time  for  the  people,  the 
ordinary,  everyday  people  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  lo  tell  you  and  your 
friends — all  you  rich  white  men  in  your  very 
expensive  suits  and  ties  who  are  rurming  and 
ruining  the  planet — that  we  don’t  like  it.  We 
think  it  is  obscene  and  pornographic.  We 
want  to  spend  the  money  you  spend  on  this 
death  and  war  and  use  it  to  transform  this 
society  and  to  right  the  ills  of  the  American 
way  of  life,  the  ills  that  are  killing  us  all. 

Shelia  Parks 

□  Somerville,  Mass. 

In  the  hole 

Dear  GCA/: 

I  am  in  the  hole,  and  will  be  for  some 
time;  for  escape.  No  I  was  not  trying  to 
escape!  What  it  was,  was  an  act  of  love!  I 
found  someone  who  cared,  made  me  feel 
like  I  was  not  just  doing  time.  I  don’t  have 
what  we  gay  women  call  Marysville 
Syndrome.  I  came  in  this  place  a  gay  woman 
have  been  and  will  be!  Most  if  not  all  come 
in  and  think  it’s  the  thing  to  do  (play  gay).  I 
lake  pride  in  what  I  am,  never  losing  my  self 
re^>ect  because  staff  think  1  am  sick. 

My  woman  had  her  freedom  that  she 
didn’t  want,  let  alone  thought  of  her  child. 
What  was  I  supposed  to  do?  Let  her  go  to  the 
gate  by  herself  Look  the  other  way?  No  I 
held  her  hand  and  went  to  the  gale  with  her! 
No  way  could  I  let  her  do  any  lime  in  the 
hole  and  not  be  with  her.  They  still  gave  her 
her  freedom  only  to  be  took  to  Virginia  for  a 
$750  check.  She  can’t  gel  out  on  bond 
because  of  the  escape  here  (bond  is 
$200,000)  so  I  must  endure  the  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment — lack  of  medical,  food, 
clean  clothes,  books,  and  an  uncaring  staff. 
What  is  crazy  is  the  amount  of  time  they  will 
keep  you  locked  up  in  a  room  ik>  bigger  than 
most  people’s  bathrooms,  no  fresh  air, 
shower  twice  a  week.  I  can  go  on  and  on! 
This  is  too  much  for  a  dead  man! 

What  I  would  like  to  know  is  how  is  this 
going  to  make  me  a  better  person?  I  keep 


thinking  of  the  prison  I  was  in  before  I  came 
to  this  place.  Tltey  try  inch  by  inch  to  take 
away  my  pride,  my  love  for  life.  The 
bitterness,  every  day  I  am  at  war  with 
myself.  If  only  I  didn’t  want  that  hit  of  dope! 
I  would  not  be  a  prisoner  of  this  hell. 

I  don’t  need  staff  knowing  who  I  am, 
because  I  have  a  hearing  next  month,  but 
how  much  more  trouble  could  life  put  upon 
me?  Someone  has  to  try  and  make  a  change 
and  if  it  must  be  me,  so  be  it!  You  are  free  to 
use  any  letter  I  write!  Again  I  want  to  thank 
you  for  your  time.  As  one  we  can  change  life 
hardships  that  we  must  deal  with  because  of 
our  sexual  preferences. 

□  Name  withheld  upon  request. 
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Every  week  when  Gay  Community  News  subscribers  open  that  famous  brown  wrapper,  they  know  they  will 
encounter  timely  news  stories,  provocative  letters  to  the  editors,  and  entertaining  and  informative  features. 

What  you  may  not  know  is  that  a  special  group  of  GCN  readers  called  Sustainers  help  make  the  paper 
possible  through  ongoing  financial  support. 

GCN’S  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

Sustainers  are  members  of  a  special  donor  program.  They  pledge  a  minimum  of  $30  a  quarter  (every  three 
months)  with  the  understanding  that  their  contributions  will  be  set  aside  for  a  special  project.  In  1990, 

Sustainers  have  collectively  raised  over  $12,800.  In  1989  -  1990,  Sustainer  income  was  earmarked  for 
underwriting  the  extra  cost  of  producing  and  printing  special  supplements  within  GCN,  on  topics  like  Black 
History  Month,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health,  a  3-part  supplement  on  class  issues,  1990  Pride,  Poetry  and  Art  by 
Prisoners. 

Previous  Sustainer  projects  have  included:  supporting  the  paper's  expansion  to  20  pages,  covering  the  cost  of 
staff  health  insurance,  raising  staff  salaries,  and  the  purchase  of  a  stat  camera  to  lower  the  financial  (and 
human)  cost  of  producing  the  paper. 

SUSTAINER  BENEFITS 

When  you  join  GCNs  Sustainers  by  pledging  a  minimum  of  $120  per  year,  you  are  entitled  to: 

•  A  free  year's  subscription  to  Gay  Community  News; 

•  Two  gift  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers  or  family; 

•  The  Insider,  the  Sustainer  newsletter,  which  gives  you  behind-the-scenes  information  about 
GCN  happenings; 

•  An  invitation  to  the  annual  Sustainer  Dinner,  hosted  by  GCNs  Board  of  Directors. 

SO  JOIN  OVER  140  SUSTAINERS  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY  AND 
HELP  MAKE  IT  HAPPEN  FOR  GCN  IN  1991! 

Thank  you  from  your  Sustainer  Committee: 

Nancy  Wechsler,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Shelley  Mains,  Stephanie  Poggi 
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YES,  I  WANT  TO  HELP  MAKE  IT  HAPPEN  FOR  GCN  BY  SUSTAINING. 

We  now  have  two  payment  options:  you  may  send  a  check  or  money  order  (payable  to  GCN),  or  you  may 
charge  your  pledge  to  your  VISA  or  MasterCard  account  (fill  out  all  relevant  information  below) 

YCXJR  NAME _ _ _ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

□  I  WANT  TO  PLEDGE _ $1000 _ $500  _ $240  _ $1 20  $ _ OTHER 

TO  BE  PAID  IN _ ONE  _ TWO  _ THREE  _ FOUR  INSTALLMENTS. 

□  HERE  IS  MY  FIRST  PLEDGE  OF  $ _ .  PLEASE  SEND  ME  REGUIAR  REMINDERS 

FOR  FUTURE  PLEDGES. 

□  SEND  INFORMATION  ON  THE  SUSTAINER  PRCXSRAM  TO  Please  Print : 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _  STATE _ ZIP  _ 

YOU  MAY _ MAY  NOT _ USE  MY  NAME. 

Mail  to  Gay  Community  News  62  Berkeley  Street  Boston,  MA  02116 


PAYMENT  Check  one 

□  ENCLOSED  IS  MY  CHECK/MONEY  ORDER  TO  GCN 

□  CHARGE  MY:  _ VISA  MASTERCARD 


ACa  #: _ 

EXPIRATION  DATE: _ 

CHARGE  AMOUNT:  $ _ 

SIGNATURE: _ 

Your  sustainer  pledge  is  fully  tax-deductible 


Congress 

Continued  from  page  I 

To  go  to  war  with  a  House  and  Senate  so 
badly  divided  is  unprecedented.” 

But  in  Milwaukee,  lesbian  activist  and 
former  soldiCT  Miriam  Ben-Shalom  offered 
her  reactions.  “Fifty-thousand  or  more  gay, 
lesbian  and  bisexual  military  people  over 
there  right  now  need  to  know  you  care, 
regardless  of  your  stance  on  the  Persian  Gulf 
crisis.”  □ 

CDC 

Continutd  from  pagt  I 

positive  patients,  because  doctors  will  not 
want  to  risk  infecting  themselves  and  ruining 
their  careers. 

Another  result  of  a  stringent  CDC 
proposal,  Schatz  said,  would  be  “diminished 
care  for  the  genCTal  public.”  In  many  areas  of 
the  U.S.,  Schatz  said,  there  are  simply  too 
few  doctors  already;  and  the  departure  of 
those  whom  the  public  considers  a  risk 
because  of  their  HIV  status  will  only  make 
the  crisis  worse.  “We  will  be  deprived  of 
substantial  medical  expertise,”  he  said. 

Finally,  Schatz  said  he  believes 
publicizing  health  workers’  HIV  status 
would  lead  medical  professionals  into  the 
uncomfortable  position  of  being  accoimtable 
for  all  sorts  of  personal  characteristics.  He 
asked,  “Should  you  know  how  often  your 
dentist  drinks?  Or  the  last  time  your  surgeon 
was  in  therapy?  If  so,  why?” 

‘Turning  the  tide* 

Dr.  Ruth  Finkelstein,  director  of  research 
at  the  AIDS  Action  Council  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  told  GCN  she  agreed  with  Schatz 
about  the  harmful  consequences  of 
mandatory  testing.  She  added,  however,  that 
she  thinks  public  opinion  is  shifting  away 
from  the  hysteria  initially  sparked  by  the 
Bergalis  case.  “We’re  turning  the  tide,”  said 
Finkelstein.  The  mainstream  media,  she 
said,  initially  treated  Bergalis  as  the 
“definitive  innocait  victim”  of  AIDS;  but 
magazines  and  newspapers  have  gradually 
moved  towards  “a  more  thoughtful  middle 
ground”  that  weighs  the  risks  of  doctor- 
patient  infection  against  the  viability  of  the 
American  health  care  system. 

Indeed,  New  York  State  recently  set  a 
strong  precedent  in  favor  of  HIV-positive 
health  care  workers.  Citing  “overwhelming 
evidence”  that  the  risk  of  doctor-patient 
transmission  is  extremely  low,  the  State 
Division  of  Human  Rights  ruled  Dec.  13  that 
a  medical  center  illegally  discriminated 
against  an  HIV-positive  pharmacist  when  it 
refused  to  hire  him.  (San  Diego’s  UpDate,  a 
lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  reported  that  the 
rights  commission  ordered  the  full 
reinstatement  of  the  pharmacist.) 

Commenting  on  the  latest  findings  in  the 
Bergalis  case,  Fmkelstein  said  she  thought 
the  three  new  cases  of  infection  linked  to 
Acer’s  dental  office  indicated  that  stricter 
hygienic  procedures,  not  punishment  of  HIV¬ 
positive  individuals,  was  the  logical  next 
step  for  the  CDC.  “Maybe  I’m  overly 
optimistic,”  Finkelstein  said,  “but  the  three 
new  reports  reinforce  my  sense  that  we’ve 
got  an  infection  control  issue  here.” 

Finkelstein  said  that  along  with  more 
thorough  disinfection  procedures,  doctors’ 
offices  could  easily  be  provided  with  new 
tools  like  retractable  needles  and  flexible 
scalpels  that  would  further  reduce  the  risk  of 
doctor-patient  blood  exchange.  She  added 
that  she  thought  the  point  was  to  achieve 
some  kind  of  consensus  about  safety  that  is 
not  hysterical  in  its  view  of  HIV  and  AIDS. 
For  instance,  she  said,  “We  don’t  want  to  be 
in  contact  with  the  blood  of  other  patients. 
That  seems  like  a  principle  we  can  all  relate 
to.” 

Finkelstein  also  said  she  was  angry  that 
the  CDC  had  allowed  such  extensive  public 
scrutiny  of  the  Bergalis  case.  “CDC  was 
irresponsible  to  publish  the  report  (that 
sparked  the  publicity],”  said  Finkelstein.  “It 
didn’t  even  meet  their  own  criteria  for 
occupational  exposure.”  (Only  evidence  of 
someone  else’s  blood  in  a  patient’s  body 
cavity,  Finkelstein  said,  counts  as 
“occupational  exposure”  for  the  CDC.) 

Fmally,  Finkelstein  said,  she  thought  the 
CDC's  willingness  to  publicize  the  Bergalis 
case  has  exposed  once  again  the  “underlying 
biases”  in  the  AIDS  epidemic,  biases  that 
emphasize  coverage  of  white,  middle-class 
“AIDS  victims”  at  the  expense  of  other, 
already  disenfranchised  people.  “We  have  to 
ask  why  this  one  infection  had  such  greater 
moral  weight  than  the  thousands  of  others," 
she  said  — -filed  from  Boston 
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the  Globe  has  printed  the  address  of  the 
people  puts  their  lives  in  danger,”  he  said. 

lite  people  who  were  arrested  have  beat 


getting  harassing  phone  calls  before  and 
since  the  B  amide  article  appeared.  Some  of 
the  phone  calls  have  had  “radio  dispatcher” 
type  sounds  in  the  background,  suggesting  to 
Cronin  and  others  that  some  of  the  harassing 
calls  may  be  from  police  officers  thanselves. 

Advocates  for  the  arrestees  have  cried  foul 
about  the  nature  of  charges  brought  against 
the  residents  of  the  club’s  house.  The  Dec. 
20  party  asked  for  a  five  dollar  cover  charge, 
which  according  to  the  house’s  residents, 
paid  for  food  and  drink  costs.  However,  the 
police  charged  that  since  sex  was  occurring 
in  the  house,  the  exchange  of  money 
constituted  prostitution. 

“The  charge  of  ‘operating  a  house  of  ill 
fame’  has  only  been  applied  one  other  time 
this  century,  and  that  was  in  1940,”  said 
Cronin. 

“It  seems  to  be  an  aggressive  overstepping 
of  the  prostitution  law,”  agreed  Alliance 
chair  and  Boston  lawyer  Don  Gorton.  “It 
does  not  follow  that  because  money  was 
being  taken  for  food,  and  sex  happened  to  be 
occurring  in  the  same  house,  that  the  money 
was  a  charge  for  sex,”  he  said. 

“It  was  an  exercise  of  police  judgment  that 
it  was  prostitution,”  said  Gorton,  pointing 
out,  “that  paying  a  fee  at  the  door  didn’t 
actually  get  you  any  sex.”  He  added,  “The 
use  of  the  prostitution  law  then  was  a  pretext 
for  their  obvious  disapproval  of  the  sexual 
behavior  going  on  inside.” 

Cronin  notes  that  the  fact  that  there  were 
five  detectives  involved  at  the  arrest  scene, 
including  three  who  had  entered  the  party 
under  cover,  as  evidence  that  the  raid  was  a 
deliberate  attempt  at  harassment. 

Activists  meet  with  police 

On  Jan.  15,  several  Boston  lesbian  and 
gay  activists,  including  Cronin,  Gorton, 
Steve  LaBlanc  and  Robert  Weinennan  from 
the  Victim  Recovery  Project  of  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  and  Will 
Hutchenson  from  the  Dorchester  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance,  met  with  police 
representatives  Superintendent  Carter, 
Superintendent  Evans,  Deputy 
Superintendent  Paul  Bencowski,  the 
commanding  officer  of  Area  C  police,  and 
Ann  Sanders,  the  mayor’s  liaison  to  the  gay 
community. 

Cronin  said  that  one  of  the  key  goals  of 
the  meeting  was  fact  finding.  “[The  police] 
said  a  few  things  that  were  surprising,”  said 
Cronin.  “They  said  that  it  was  not  the  result 
of  ah  ongoing  investigation,  [which]  is 
something  that  has  been  contradicted  in 
print,”  he  said,  referring  to  information  in  the 
Bamicle  article  that  quoted  police  sources. 

According  to  Cronin’s  account  of  the 
meeting,  the  police  contended  that  the  raid 
was  “an  issue  of  prostitution”  and  said,  “It’s 
not  an  anti-gay  matter.” 

At  one  point  during  the  meeting,  Cronin 
said  that  one  police  officer  had  to  be 
corrected  after  he  said  that  “we  found  that 
people  had  to  pay  $50  dollars  to  get  in.” 
Cronin  reemphasized  that  the  $5  cover 
charge  was  to  help  pay  for  a  Christmas 
buffet  being  served  at  the  party  and  that 
“nobody  in  the  community  and  nobody  in 
the  house  intended  it  to  be  money  for  sex.” 
The  police,  however,  contended  that, 
“money  [was]  charged  at  the  door,  and  there 
was  sex  inside,  therefore,  it  was  money  for 
sex,”  noted  Cronin. 

Cronin  also  said  that  ongoing  issues  of 
homophobia  by  Area  C  police  were 
discussed,  and  flatly  denied  by  the  police.  In 
fact,  Gorton  observ^  at  the  meeting  that  one 
of  the  officers  involved  in  the  raid  was 
investigated  for  homophobic  behavior  four 
years  ago  by  the  Boston  Human  Rights 
Commission.  The  police  offered  no  comment 
on  that  matter. 

According  to  several  accounts,  the 
meeting  was  primarily  an  exchange  of 
viewpoints  about  the  incident  Gorton  noted 
that  the  case  is  now  in  litigation  and  the 
advocates  for  the  people  arrested  are  hoping 
for  lenient  treatment  because  of  the  case’s 
controversial  nature. 

Gorton  said  that  the  Alliance  will  continue 
to  try  to  educate  the  police  and  press.  “We  do 
not  pay  police  officers  to  police  our  morals,” 
he  said,  adding  that  he  looks  forward  to  the 
day  when  “the  police  are  educated  in  their 
application  of  the  laws,  and  they  are 
pressured  not  to  use  them  in  ways  that  cover 
for  moral  imperialism.”  □ 

Several  local  organizations,  including  the 
Alliance  ,  Queer  Nation,  and  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  plan  to 
hold  a  forum  on  police  harassment  and 
violence  Jan.  28  at  the  Community  Church 
in  Boston,  565  Boylston  St,  second  floor. 
The  organizers  say  that  several  people  who 
have  experienced  harassment  will  tell  their 
stories.  Others  are  welcome  to  do  the  same. 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

CCJV offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  In  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  MIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  gel  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  Ihe  documented  cases  of  HIV 
transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  lor  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  undeaned  dildos.  Tne  theory  here  is  that  anyway  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fisttucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  wiliing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people 
make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  lake  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or 
HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you 
and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  nrake  assurty)tions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians 
have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  Ihe  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  Mood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  Ihe  concentration  of  HIV  in  female  ejaculate.' 

•  Use  latex  gloves  lor  listing  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos.  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  dean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
arid  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  pul  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
Uood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  sale. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  nrake  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  repotted  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  pradices  ^er  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exerdse  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  Fight  all  illnesses,  induding 
AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  It  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows;  dip  needle  and  works  info  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  vrorks  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
tubbing  alcohol  or  vorfta  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  lor  at  least  IS 
minutes  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  bme  you  dean  your  works.) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

Nation^  AIDS  Hotline;  1  (800)  342-7S14 

AIDS  Action  Cornrnilee  (AAC)  Bosioa  1  (800)  235-2331 

Labno  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (61 7)  262-  7248 

AIDS  Action  Commitee  (AAC)  ^  Drug  Use  Tastdorce,  Bosiort  (617)437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Heallh  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  itork;  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AOS  Courd  (NMAC),  Washington,  aCj  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Frandsco;  (415)  864-4376 


Queers  in 
camouflage 

Gays  in  Uniform  blows  the  lid  off  the  U.S.  mihtary’s  anti-gay 
and  lesbian  pohcies 


Gays  in  Uniform:  The  Pentagon's 
Secret  Reports 

Ed/ted  by  Kote  Dyer 

A/yson  Piibkations,  Boston  1 990. 

$6.96  paper,  135  p. 

Reviewed  by  Ed  Stdn 

n  her  introduction  to  this  book,  Kate 
Dyer,  legislative  assistant  to  openly-gay 
Congressman  Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.), 
describes  the  Unit^  States  military  as 
the  “last  bastion  of  institutionalized 
homophobia”  in  this  country.  Whether  or  not 
this  is  true  (the  Catholic  Church  probably 
shares  the  honor),  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  do 
have  a  very  strong  anti-gay,  anti-lesbian, 
anti-bisexual  policy.  As  proof,  consider  this 
sununary  of  milit^  policy  written  in  1982: 
Homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
military  service.  The  presence  of 
such  members  adversely  affects  the 
ability  of  the  Armed  Forces  to 
maintain  discipline,  good  order,  and 
morale,  to  foster  mutual  trust  and 
conffdence  among  the  members;  to 
ensure  the  integrity  of  the  system  of 
rank  and  command;  to  facilitate 
assignment  and  worldwide 
deployment  of  members  who 
frequently  must  live  and  work  under 
close  conditions  affording  minimal 
privacy;  to  recruit  and  retain 
members  of  the  military  services;  to 
maintain  the  public  acceptability  of 
military  services;  and,  in  certain 
circumstances,  to  prevent  breaches 
of  security. 

This  policy,  as  stated,  is  unambiguous: 
lesbians  and  gay  men  need  not  apply.  The 
actual  history  and  practice  of  the  relationship 
between  the  U.S.  Military  and  lesbians,  gay 
men,  and  bisexual  people  is,  however, 
anything  by  unambiguous.  Lesbians,  gay 
men  and  bisexuals  have  been  and  are  in  the 
military  (see,  for  example.  Coming  Out 
Under  Fire,  Alan  Berube’s  excellent  history 
of  lesbians  and  gays  in  World  War  II). 
Further,  we  have  been  and  continue  to  be  at 
least  as  good  at  being  members  of  the  armed 
services,  a  fact  that  the  reports  collected  in 
this  anthology  demonstrate.  Moreover,  the 
reports  undercut  all  the  stated  (as  well  as 
some  of  the  unstated)  reasons  for  the 
military’s  discriminatory  policy. 

In  1987,  the  Defense  Department  set  up 
the  Defense  Persormel  Security  Research  and 
Education  Center  (PERSEREC)  which  was 
charged  with  studying  security  breaches  by 
military  personnel.  In  December  1988, 
PERSEREC  completed  its  report, 
“Nonconforming  Sexual  Orientations  and 
Military  Suitability,”  a  discussion  of  the 
security  risks  of  having  homosexuals  in  the 
military.  Another  study,  with  another  great 
title,  “Preservice  Adjustment  of  Homosexual 
and  Heterosexual  Military  Accessions” 
completed  one  month  later,  examines  the 
suitability  of  lesbians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals 
(as  compared  to  heterosexuals)  for  positions 
of  trust  in  the  military.  Both  of  these  reports 
were  never  released  by  the  Defense 
Department.  Instead,  they  were  made  public 
by  Studds  and  Representative  Patricia 


Schroeder  (D-Col.)  who  obtained,  behind  the 
Pentagon’s  back,  copies  of  these  reports. 
Gays  in  Uniform:  The  Pentagon's  Secret 
Report  reprints  these  two  studies  in  full, 
along  with  an  introduction  by  Congressman 
Studds,  a  foreword  by  Dyer,  and  three 
revealing  internal  memoranda  concaning  the 
Pentagon’s  reactions  to  the  first  report 

These  memos  are  revealing  in  that  they 
suggest  why  the  Pentagon  chose  not  to 
release  the  reports.  The  first  memo  charges 
PERSEREC’s  first  report  with  being 
“technically  flawed,”  biased,  and  outside  of 
the  agaicy’s  authority.  Reading  between  the 
lines,  the  complaint  is  that  the  reports  do  not 
conclude  what  “the  powers  that  be”  wanted 
them  to.  The  obvious  countapoint  to  this  is 
made  in  the  second  memo  by  PERSEREC’s 
director,  (albeit  in  typical  bureaucratic 
jargon);  he  observes  that  the  report  should 
not  be  “invalidated  because  the  results  turn 
out  to  be  problematic  from  a  policy 
perspective.” 

^ile  the  reports  that  appear  in  this  book 
are,  considering  their  source,  as  Dyer  puts  it, 
“remarkably  thoughtful,”  they  hardly 
constitute,  as  Schoeder  calls  them,  an 
“excellent  academic  survey”  or,  as  the  back 
cover  of  the  book  states,  “a  valuable  and 
unbiased  perspective  on  what  it  means  to  be 
a  lesbian  or  gay  man  today.”  For  the  former,  I 
suggest  we  look  to  people  working  in  lesbian 
and  gay  studies  and,  for  the  latter,  to  openly 
gay  and  lesbian  people  writing  outside  of 
such  blatantly  homophobic  institutions  such 
as  the  U.S.  military. 

Still,  the  reports  make  worthwhile  reading, 
providing  a  glimpse  of  how  far  some  parts  of 
the  military  establishment  have  come  with 
respect  to  understanding  issues  surrounding 
sexual  orientation  and  also  how  far  most 
parts  of  it  have  to  go.  Even  if  you  have 
difficulties,  as  I  do,  with  the  nature,  size,  and 
use  of  the  U.S.  armed  forces,  it  is  important 
to  understand  and  to  change  the  homophobia 
of  this  large,  tax-supported  instimtion. 

Like  it  or  not,  the  mUitary  is  entroiched  in 
our  society;  and  some  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  have  followed  the  example  of  the 
Ovil  Rights  activists  who  woriced  within  the 
system  to  racially  integrate  the  Armed 
Forces.  Insofar  as  this  book  helps  to  exjwse 
and  undermine  the  discriminatory  practices 
of  the  military  and  the  myths  and  prejudices 
that  these  practices  perpetuate,  it  is  useful 
and  interesting  to  read.  □ 


Analyzing  post- 
Stonewall  lesbian 
fiction 


Bonnie  Zimmerman's  Safe  Sea  of  Women  is  packed  with  useful 
information 


The  Safe  Sea  of  Women:  Lesbian 
Fiction  1969-1989 

Bonnie  Zimmerman 
Beacon  Press,  Boston  1990. 

$24.95  doth.  272  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

If  you  were  to  read  all  the  lesbian  novels 
published  from  1969-1989  in  order  to 
write  an  analysis  of  them,  what  do  you 
think  you  would  come  up  with?  What 
repeated  symbols  and  metaphors  would  you 
notice?  What  would  you  see  as  common  to 
most  sex  scenes?  How  would  you  categorize 
plots?  What  character  types  would  you 
identify?  What  structural  patterns  would  you 
designate? 

Those  are  the  questions  that  Bonnie 
Zimmerman  has  raised  and  attempts  to 
answer  in  her  one-woman  critical  analysis  of 
lesbian  literature.  The  Safe  Sea  of  Women.  As 
she  states  clearly  in  the  preface,  “I  urge  all 
readers  to  approach  this  book  as  the  product 
of  one  thoughtful  yet  necessarily  biased 
mind.”  The  result  is  a  view  of  lesbian 
literature  seen  through  Zimmerman’s  white, 
middle-class,  academic  and  Jewish 
perspective;  but,  as  the  first  comprehensive 
analysis  of  post-Stonewall  lesbian  fiction,  it 
is  of  great  value  to  readers,  writers,  and 
critics  of  lesbian  fiction.  I  found  the  book 
packed  with  useful  information  and  thought- 
provoking  analysis,  but  I  was  disappointed 
by  its  limitations,  particularly  in 
Zimmerman’s  inadequate  coverage  of 
writing  by  lesbians  of  color;  and  her 
dismissal  of  the  S/M  lesbian  genre. 

Sq/e  Sea  takes  its  title  from  a  line  in  June 
Arnold’s  novel  Sister  Gin,  which  describes 
women  as  “gathered  in  a  giant  sweep  all 
yellow  and  blue  and  scooped  it  into  one 
untouchable  safe  sea  of  women.”  Although 
this  metaphor  reinforces  many  of  the  images 
and  themes  Zimmerman  finds  in  lesbian 
fiction,  it  is  an  unfortunate  choice  for  a  title, 
as  the  book  is  too  easily  mistaken  for  a  novel. 

I  also  wonder  if  some  folks  might  not  read 
the  title  as  “The  Safe  Sex  of  Women.” 

For  her  study,  Zimmerman  looked  at  all 
the  novels,  memoirs,  and  short  story 
collections  from  1969-1989  which  she 
identified  as  “lesbian.”  She  defines  lesbian 
fiction  as  that  which  is  written  by  a  self- 
identified  lesbian,  with  a  major  lesbian 
character  and  explicit  sexual  passion  between 
women,  is  intended  for  a  lesbian  audience, 
and  places  men  at  the  margins  of  the  story. 

From  225  works  examined,  she  chose  167 
to  include  in  the  study,  of  which  all  but  23, 
by  my  count,  were  published  by  lesbian, 
feminist,  or  other  small  presses.  While  I 
think  she  made  a  reasonable  choice  that 
limits  her  study  to  a  manageable  number  of 
books,  she  does  eliminate  many  mainstream 
press  books,  particularly  those  in  which 
lesbians  may  play  a  more  subtle  but  not 
necessarily  unrepresentative  role.  One  such 
book  is  Jennifer  Levin’s  unforgettable  Water 
Dancer.  She  also  misses  some  important 
mainstream  press  young  adult  novels, 
especially  Nancy  Garden’s  Annie  On  My 
Mind. 

She  might  more  accurately  have  described 
this  as  a  study  of  lesbian/feminist  press 
fiction,  althou^  this  would  have  necessitated 
her  dropping  important  works  by  Monique 
Wittig  and  Kate  MilletL  I  don’t  know  that 
there  is  a  simple  solution,  but  Safe  Sea 
should  not  be  read  as  an  exhaustive  survey. 

Zimmerman  rightly  selected  1969  as  a 
starting  point  because  it  was  in  that  year  that 
lesbian  novels  written  and  published  by 
lesbians  began  to  appear,  inspired  by  the 
second  wave  of  feminism  and  Stonewall. 
She  concludes  in  1989  only  in  order  to  get 
her  manuscript  to  press,  not  because  any 
turning  point  in  lesbian  fiction  has  been 
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recognized  for  that  year. 

Zimmerman’s  primary  categorization 
scheme  divides  lesbian  fiction  into  four 
aspects:  lesbian  self;  lesbian  couple;  lesbian 
community;  and  community  and  difference. 
“Lesbian  self”  includes  both  coming  out 
stories  and  scenes  where  characters  ponder 
why  they  are  lesbians,  particularly  the  nature 
vs.  nurture  arguments.  She  also  looks  at 
archetypal  lesbian  heroes  such  as  outlaws, 
witches  and  artists. 

In  the  chapter  on  lesbian  couples,  she 
shows  how  the  sometimes  belittl^  lesbian 
romance  novels  do  provide  a  new  mythology 
of  healthy  lesbian  relationships,  in  contrast  to 
the  old  myths  of  patriarchal  literature,  which 
stressed  various  power  imbalances  such  as 
the  domineering  butch  or  older  woman 
controlling  a  weaker  femme  or  younger 
woman. 

In  examining  love  scenes,  Zimmerman 
discusses  the  repeated  motif  of  the  “green 
world,”  the  pastoral  setting  in  which  most 
lesbian  love  scenes  take  place.  She 
castigates  writers  for  their  overuse  of 
water/wet/ocean/beach  images  to  describe 
lesbian  sex,  and  the  limited  vocabulary 
being  used  to  describe  it.  I  was  very  amused 
by  her  word  count  of  the  sex  scenes  in  the 
popular  Curious  Wine  by  Katherine  Forrest. 
Forrest  used  the  word  “soft”  twenty-five 
times,  “warm”  seventeen,  “caress”  and 
“pleasure”  thirteen,  “gentle”  eleven,  and 
“tender”  eight.  Zimmerman’s  comments  on 
this  issue  are  so  trenchant  that  I  hopie  to  see 
concrete  effects  on  future  lesbian  writing. 
Will  any  writer  dare  to  have  tender  lesbians 
caressing  on  the  warm  shore  of  love  in  the 
future?  Years  ago,  an  award  was  given  for 
the  worst  homophobic  novel  ending  with  the 
then-ubiquitous  car  crash;  in  the  future,  I 
would  love  to  see,  for  example,  the  American 
Book  Association  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
give  out  awards  for  the  most  cliched  lesbian 
love  scenes. 

Given  her  critique  of  sex  scenes,  I  was 
surprised  by  the  attitude  Zimmerman  has 
about  lesbian  S/M  writing.  She  feels  it  has 
developed  its  own  system  of  cliches,  and  she 
also  kicks  it  out  of  bed  with  a  footnote. 

I  believe  that  this  literature  needs  a 
serious  and  dispassionate  study  of  its 
own,  one  that  would  place  it  within 
the  historical  tradition  of  libertine 
and  pornographic  literature,  as  well 
as  lesbian  literature,  and  that  would 
take  on  the  difficult  question  of 

Continued  on  13 
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The  last  straw 


Costly  Performances  is  a  nasty,  depressing  book  about 
Tennessee  Williams 


Tennessee  Williams 


Costly  Performances;  Tennessee 
Williams:  The  Last  Stage 

Bruce  Smith 

Paragon  House;  New  York,  1 990 
$19.95  doth.  262  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitche) 

irst  there  was  Dotson  RadCT’s  Cry  of 
the  Heart,  in  which  Rader  present^ 
himself  as  Tennessee  William’s  only 
true  friend  in  his  twilight  years,  the 
only  one  who  really  cared  about  him.  Now 
we  have  Bruce  Smith’s  Costly  Performances, 
by  someone  else  making  the  same  claim. 

Bruce  Smith,  a  marketing  and  public- 
relations  person  from  Chicago,  says  he  met 
Tennessee  Williams  in  1979.  But  Smith 
never  quite  explains  how  he  met  Williams; 
he  says  in  the  prologue  that  “the  pages  of  this 
book  open  in  1979  with  the  advent  of 
Tennessee’s  last  big  play,’’  but  in  fact  the  first 
chapter  begins  in  Key  West  in  January  1980, 
with  Smith  and  Williams  in  conversation 
over  after-dinner  drinks.  Williams  was 
preparing  for  the  production  of  Clothes  for  a 
Summer  Hotel,  which  was  to  open  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  then  move  to 
Chicago.  It’s  certainly  a  marvelous 
coincidence  that  Williams  should  have  met  a 
PR  man  from  Chicago  who  just  happened  to 
be  in  Key  West  at  the  moment;  or  was  this 
perhaps  a  professional  acquaintance  that 
turned  into  genuine  friendship?  That 
wouldn’t  discredit  Smith,  but  his  vagueness 
makes  me  suspicious.  As  I  read  Costly 
Performartces,  I  often  had  the  feeling  that 
important  information  about  Smith’s 
relationship  with  Williams  had  been  left  out 

I  thought  about  this  especially  as  I 
watched  Smith  working  over  director  Gary 
Tucker,  a  director  whom  Smith  judges  by  his 
“outrageous”  Chicago  plays  Whores  of 
Babylon  and  Turds  In  Hell  rather  than  by  his 
later  [Hxxluctions  in  Atlanta  of  two  late  and 
seldom-produced  Tennessee  Williams  plays. 
Smith  introduces  Tucker  as  “a  former  minor 
league  director  of  offbeat  productions”  and 
“a  marginally  outrageous  theater  presence,” 
one  of  “two  new  observers  [who]  had  been 
brought  to  the  scene”  in  Chicago.  Brought  by 
whom?  By  Tennessee,  it  seems.  According  to 
Smith,  Williams  had  seen  and  liked  the 
Atlanta  production,  which  Smith  admits  had 
been  well -received;  so  it’s  hardly  surprising 
that  “Tennessee  felt  at  this  time  that  Tucker 
had  a  sincere  vocation  with  him  in  advancing 
the  acceptance  of  his  much  underplayed  later 
plays,” 

But  Smith  is  sure  that  “Tucker  wished  to 
capitalize  on  the  decadence  of  Tennessee’s 
late  work  and  his  much  publicized  life.  He 
thought  only  to  aggrandize  himself  through 


association  with  the  Williams  name....”  (As 
though  Williams’s  early  work  weren’t 
‘decadent’!)  Tucker  had  with  him  in 
Chicago  a  handsome  blond  named  Schuyler 
Wyatt,  and  Smith  knows  that  Wyatt  was  there 
as  a  “sex  and  drug  kit”  to  draw  Williams  into 
Tucker’s  “Machiavellian  reign,”  which 
“would  effectively  see  Tennessee  through  to 
the  end  of  his  involvement  with  play 
production  and  insure  the  failure  of  all  his 
dramatic  ventures” — including  his  ventures 
with  Tucker?  Some  opportunist! 

Tucker’s  world.  Smith  told  Williams,  was 
“not  my  world,  Tennessee... .It’s  why  that  part 
of  the  gay  world  has  such  a  hideous 
reputation.  And,  because  it’s  the  most  visible 
part  of  the  gay  world,  it  holds  the  entire 
minority  back  from  gaining  any  real 
acceptance  as  a  responsible  social  entity.” 
There  might  be  some  truth  in  Smith’s 
assessment  of  Tucker;  but  it’s  so  entangled 
with  Smith’s  jealousy  and  vindictiveness  that 
I  found  myself  giving  Tucker  far  more  of  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  than  he  perhaps 
deserves. 

Tucker  isn’t  Smith’s  only  target,  though. 
Smith’s  portraits  of  William’s  friends  and 
theatrical  co-workers  reminded  me  of  the  sort 
of  photographs  you  see  on  the  cover  of  the 
National  Enquirer:  garishly  overcolored  and 
picked  to  be  as  unflattering  as  possible. 
Geraldine  Page,  for  example, 

made  a  beeline  for  our  table. 
Ackixiwledging  Tennessee  with  only 
a  grimace,  she  addressed  herself  to 
me.  I  rose.  With  her  hands  still 
clothed  in  gray  woolen  minens  she 
began  pounding  me  on  the  chest. 

The  ballet  company  turned  its 
collective  head  in  our  direction,  en 
pointe. 

Or  Williams  old  friend  Maria  St.  Just,  with 
her 

unfortunate  hatchet  face  which, 
while  it  asserted  quite  aggressively 
that  it  would  brook  no  affront  to  its 
dignity,  at  the  same  time  ii  betrayed 
her  iiunost  culpabilities.  I'm  afraid 
that  the  knowing  concern  of  a  friend 
one  might  have  hoped  to  see  traced 
in  her  features  was  hard  lined  out 
into  blatant  self  concern. 

It  appears  that  while  Smith  was  sharply 
suspicious  of  anyone  Tennessee  got  along 
with,  he  was  more  than  willing  to  join  in  his 
feuds. 

A  couple  of  references  to  Smith’s  father’s 
“certain  ruin  through  alcohol”  make  me 
speculate  that  when  Smith  is  indulging  in 
New-Agey  rhetoric  like  “As  the  architect  of 
my  own  life,  my  structures  were  conceived 
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Love  Sydney 


The  long  out-of-print  Shockproof  Sydney  Skate  is  back 


Shockproof  Sydney  Skate 

Mor’jone  Meaker 
Plume,  New  York:  1990. 

$3.95,  paper 

(First  published  by  Little,  Brown  Ca,  /  973) 


Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

hockproof”  is  what  Sydney 
Skate  calls  himself,  and  that  is 
how  he  sees  himself: 
impervious,  able  to  take  care 
of  the  vagaries  of  life,  immune.  Only  he 
knows  the  nickname  and  it  isn’t  something 
he  has  to  live  up  to.  Sydney  lives  near 
Gramercy  Park  in  Manhattan,  with  his 
mother,  M.E.  Shepley,  who  believes  her  17- 
year-old  son  doesn’t  know  she’s  gay. 
Shepley,  “Shep”  to  her  friends,  speaks  in 
code:  all  the  couples  in  her  circle  are 
man/man  or  woman/woman,  but  she 
changes  the  name  of  one  half  of  the  couple 
so  it  sounds  like  a  man/woman  couple.  The 
fact  that  these  people,  not  just  their  names, 
are  in  her  son’s  circle  of  acquaintances  since 
his  birth,  doesn’t  seem  to  signify.  Realism  is 
not  the  book’s  strong  point. 

Not  that  it  is  totally  surreal.  The  pain 
Shockproof  feels  is  real.  His  mother’s  closet 
is  not  his  biggest  problem:  he  lives  as  much 
in  the  world  of  literature  (being  straight,  he 
reads  mostly  straight  male  stuff)  as  he  does 


in  the  Zappy  Zoo  Land  pet  shop  where  he 
works  and  in  the  ^artment  he  shares  with  his 
mother.  Though  he  seems  to  conjure  up 
segments  of  novels,  like  insistent  melodies  in 
the  mind  of  a  musician,  they  sometimes  must 
be  construed  as  obstacles.  At  one  point  he 
cannot  engage  in  oral  sex  because  of  a  rather 
ludicrous  poetic  description  of  it  by  John 
Updike  that  keeps  flooding  his  mind. 
Fortunately  he  shares  the  quotation  with  his 
companion,  and  they  have  a  bit  of  mutual 
hysteria.  Sydney  seems  to  have  total  recall; 
he  is  an  avid  reader,  not  a  superficial  one. 

Sydney’s  biological  father  is  a  swimming 
pool  salesman  in  a  small  town  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  periodically  sends  Sydney 
what  Sydney  and  Shep  refer  to  as 
“invoices” — letters,  ostensibly,  but  letters  so 
devoid  of  any  real  emotion  or  thought  that 
they  read  like  business  notices. 

Sydney  gets  healthier  exposure  to  the 
human  character  through  his  mother. 
Although  she  is  a  serious  lipstick  lesbian,  she 
is  rather  colorful.  She  chain  smokes 
Gauloises,  wears  trendy  colognes  and  buys 
record  albums  by  Shirley  Bassey,  Lana 
Cantrell  and  Dionne  Warwick  when  she  is  at 
“the  beginnings  of  things,”  i.e.  a  new  love 
affair.  (Meaker’s  choice  of  chanteuses  seems 
to  come  from  inside  the  gay  life:  Cantrell,  a 
moderately  popular  RCA  recording  artist  in 
the  days  when  Streisand  sound-alikes  were 
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Sharing  stories 

A  look  at  two  collections  of  women's  writing 


My  Father’s  Daughter:  Stories  by 
Women 

Edited  by  Irene  Zahava 

The  Crossing  Press,  1990,  29/  pp. 

Voyages  out  2:  Lesbian  Short  Fiction 

Juke  Blackwomon  and  Nona  Caspers 
The  Seal  Press,  1990,  Seattle,  154  pp 

Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 

others  and  Daughters  is  a  collection 
of  stories  written  by  women  of  all 
ages,  some  of  whom  are  lesbians,  and 
most  of  whom  have  only  sad  stories 
to  tell.  Irene  Zahava,  the  editor,  includes  a 
short  preface  about  her  own  father  but  it 
doesn’t  offer  any  information  on  what  she 
looked  for  in  compiling  these  stories  and 
what  might  have  tied  them  together. 
Inadvertently,  possibly,  what  ties  them 
together  are  poverty,  abandonment,  divorce 
and  occasion^ly  reconciliation. 

Many  of  the  contributors  are  familiar 
(Audre  Lorde,  Alice  Walker,  Maureen  Brady 
and  others)  and  most  of  the  stories  appear  to 
be  fictionalized  family  histories.  But  why  a 
collection  that  speaks  so  badly  of  our 
fathers?  We’ve  all  experienced  the  mistakes 
and  miscalculations  of  our  parents.  Is  there  a 
point  to  a  collection  that  almost  exclusively 
speaks  of  extreme  situations? 

Fortunately,  the  best  stories  stand  out. 
Laura  Davis’  “Waiting  for  the  Beep,”  goes  to 
the  hospital  with  her  seventy  year  old  father 
aftCT  he  takes  some  LSD;  Alice  Walker’s  “A 
Sudden  Trip  Home  in  the  Spring,”  about  a 
college  girl’s  trip  home  for  her  father’s 
funeral;  Maureen  Brady’s  “Strike  It  Rich,”  a 
well  told  tale  of  dreams  dreamed  and  dashed 
and  a  young  girl’s  adolescent  perspective  of 
her  family,  especially  her  father,  and  Valerie 
Miner’s  “Dropping  Anchor,”  where  an  adult 
woman  visits  her  estranged  father  and  his 
new  (of  20  years)  wife.  Other  worth 
mentioning  arc  Rachel  Guido  deVries’  “The 
Tangerine  Plymouth  and  the  Gilded  Cage” 


and  “Duke”  by  Jewelle  Gomez,  a  delightful 
tribute  to  a  man  who  was  well  known  and 
respected  in  his  neighborhood,  was 
apparently  always  supportive  of  his  daughter, 
and  in  whose  pile  of  books  beside  his  bed  she 
found  The  Well  of  Loneliness  and  books  by 
James  Baldwin. 

This  collection  leaves  a  reader  hungry  for 
more  such  positive  stories,  knowing  this 
can’t  be  the  definitive  statement  on  mid-to- 
late  twentieth  century  family  life.  While  it  is 
true  that  our  life  histories,  especially  those  of 
lesbians,  are  often  the  stories  of  estrangement 
and  pain,  this  book  gives  a  skewed  view  of 
the  prevalence  of  this  pain.  Irene  Zahava  and 
The  Crossing  Press  appear  committed  to  the 
anthology  as  a  forum  for  many  voices  and 
stories;  it  is  a  worthwhile  mission  as  long  as 
the  stories  are  worth  listening  to.  If  it  had 
been  their  intention  to  publish  stories  of  pain, 
they  should  have  said  so;  if  they  had  intended 
to  be  even-handed,  they  weren’t  successful. 

Much  more  successful,  in  fact,  joyous,  is 
Voyages  Out  2:  Lesbian  Short  Fiction,  a 
collection  of  pieces  by  Julie  Blackwomon 
and  Nona  Caspers.  Here  are  two  writers  who 
use  humor,  p^os,  mystery  and  dialogue  so 
well  that  the  stories  had  me  smiling, 
laughing,  crying  and  basking  in  the  glory  of 
good  writing. 

Julie  Blackwomon ’s  stories  range  from 
childhood  to  adulthood  with  all  the  growing 
pains  in  between.  In  “So’s  Yo  Mama,”  a  gang 
hanging  out  on  a  comer,  busting  with  each 
other  (a  term  I  learned  from  this  story,  then 
saw  three  times  in  as  many  days)  gets  angry 
as  Kippy  must  defend  her  mother’s 
lesbianism  to  her  friends.  There  is  almost  a 
fight,  that  there  isn’t,  then  there  is  laughter. 
In  “Marcia  Loves  Jesus,”  Marcia  tells  her 
almost  lover,  “I’ve  given  up  women  for 
Jesus.”  After  the  unnamed  narrator 
challenges  Marcia  by  suggesting  that  Jesus  is 
non-mongomous  (all  those  nuns  he’s  married 
to),  bisexual  (Peter,  Paul  and  JtAn,  too)  and 
into  S/M  (anybody  who  would  allow  himself 
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GROUP  NOW  FORMING  FOR 
WOMEN  WHO  HAVE  PANIC 
ATIACKS  AND  AGORAPHOBIA 

1 2  week  group  for  women  who 
have  panic  attacks  with  or 
without  phobias.  Learn  self- 
control  strategies  and  work 
toward  approaching  feared 
places,  activities,  issues. 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  CLiNICAL  PSYCHOLOGIST 


Brookline  (On  the  B  branch  of  the  green  line) 
sFiding  scale  insurance  accepted 
(617)  734-5779  for  a  screening  interview 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
"Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  W.ndows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  coi  iplete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

(617)  445-8130 _ 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline.  MA 


(61 7)  426-2723 


AND  _i.^ 

Spirit 

HAVE  BEEN  SEPARATED 
FOR  TOO  LONG 

For  too  long  we  have  bought  into  the  idea  that 
being  sexual  and  being  spiritual  are  somehow 
opposites,  that  the  spiritual  person  is  asexual. 
Now,  through  the  work  of  Joseph  Kramer  and 
others,  we  are  discovering  that  sex,  rightly  used, 
is  a  path  to  Ultimate  Reality.  And  we  are  dis¬ 
covering  that  gay  sexuality,  even  though  con¬ 
demned  by  organized  religion,  can  still  be  a  path 
of  the  spirit. 

TOUCHING  BODY  AND  SPIRIT  is  a  publica¬ 
tion  for  men  who  realize  that  life  goes  beyond 
the  material  to  new  and  exciting  dimensions  that 
maybe  called  spiritual —for  men  who  are  active¬ 
ly  exploring  those  dimensions  and  using  sex  as 
part  of  that  exploration.  Mail  the  coupon  below 
for  a  complimentary  copy  of  TOUCHING 
BODY  AND  SPIRIT  along  with  information  on 
how  you  can  extend  your  exploration  and  con¬ 
nect  with  other  explorers  through  workshops, 
conferences  and  networking. 

[touching  body  and  spirit  • 

:  Box  957,  Dept.  C 
■Huntington,  NY  11743-0957 

!  Please  send  me  a  FREE  copy  of 
iTOUCHING  BODY  AND  SPIRIT 
•  plus  information  on  workshops, 

I  conferences  and  networking. 
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The  joys  of  ‘Mari’ 

Womens  music  pioneer  J eriann  Hilderly  releases  a  novel 


Mari 

by  Jeriann  hUderly 

New  Victoria  Publishers,  Norwich,  VT;1 990 
fS.  95;  213  pp. 

Reviewed  b)t  Maida  Tilchen 
hen  I  heard  that  Jeriann  Hilderly  had 
published  a  novel,  I 
wondered  if  it  would  be  as 
bizarre  as  her  album 
“Jeritree.”  Issued  in  the  early 
1970s  on  Sea  Wave  Records,  “Jeritree”  was 
one  of  the  first  women’s  music  recordings.  A 
very  personal  work,  it  consisted  of  Jeriann 
doing  a  lot  of  “primal  screaming,”  while 
accompanying  herself  on  an  array  of 
percussion  instruments.  I  was  pleasantly 
surprised  to  discover  that  Mari  is  quite 
conventionally  written,  and  shows  Hilderly 
to  be  a  far  more  accessible  artist  than  her 
record  indicated. 

Mari  is  about  Judith,  a  lesbian  musician 
living  in  New  York  City  but  originally  from  a 
middle-class  white  midwestem  background. 
Judith  falls  in  love  with  Mari,  an  Argentinian 
poet  who  is  also  a  political  activist.  The 
major  theme  of  the  pleasures  and  pains  of  a 
cross-cultural  love  affair  is  cleverly  mirrored 
by  a  subplot  involving  Judith’s  inability  to 
find  common  ground  with  her  straight 
identical  twin  sister. 

This  novel  is  basically  about  a  love  affair 
that  sours  because  the  lovers’  lives  and  goals 


are  so  different.  But  Hilderly  makes  this 
commonplace  plot  fascinating  by  detailing 
the  interesting  lives  of  the  lovers.  Mari 
struggles  to  live  the  free  life  of  a  poet  despite 
the  limitations  placed  on  her  in  her  home 
country  and  when  she  is  temporarily  able  to 
travel  outside  Argentina.  It  is  a  chilling 
situation  that  reminded  me  of  all  the 
privilege  I  take  for  granted  as  a  white 
American. 

Threaded  through  the  plot  of  the  book  arc 
scenes  that  give  a  wonderful  fictional 
account  of  lesbian  life  in  the  early  ’70s. 
There’s  a  great  description  of  an  all-lesbian 
cruise  on  a  chartered  boat  up  the  Hudson. 
Judith  tours  New  England  college  towns, 
giving  women’s  music  concerts.  She  works 
on  an  all-women  painting  crew  collective.  If 
you’re  nostalgic  for  those  days,  or  want  to 
know  what  they  were  like,  Jeriann  Hilderly 
was  in  the  heart  of  what  was  happening  and 
she’s  done  a  good  job  of  using  her  memories 
as  settings  for  her  love  story.  My  only 
reservation  is  that  Hilderly  never  makes  it 
clear  when  the  romance  with  Mari  took 
place,  leaving  the  impression  that  the  events 
are  recent.  This  results  in  a  sense  that  the 
characters  are  living  in  some  kind  of  time- 
warp  lesbian  community.  But  it  is  nice  to 
think  that  there  could  be  young  lesbians  now 
trying  to  sort  out  structures  like  painting 
collectives  and  playing  music  with  lyrics 
like, “Bah,  bah  Bach,  if  you  only  knew.  What 
a  power  trip  they’ve  made  out  of  you.”  □ 


A  scene  from  Johanna  D'Arc  of  Mongolia 

Ottinger 

Condnued  from  backpage 

Lives.  But  von  Praimheim,  at  least  in  this 
film,  lacks  the  imaginative,  playful  vision  of 
Ottinger  and  ends  up  merely  lecturing  rather 
than  tantalizing  us.) 

Madam  X’s  ship  “The  Orlando”  is  an 
obvious  nod  to  Virginia  Woolf’s  novel  and 
one  of  the  characters  even  reads  a  long 
passage  from  Flaubert’s  Sentimental 
Education  right  into  the  camera  for  her  (and 
our)  political  edification.  The  French 
feminist  filmmaker  Yvonne  Rainer  appears 
in  Madam  X  as  an  artist  named  Josephine  de 
Collage  and  there  are  nodding  referoices  to  a 
great  number  of  earlier  German  films 
including  those  of  Nazi  propagandist  Leni 
Riefenstahl.  (Interestingly  enough  Ottinger 
has  a  1981  film  called  Freak  Orlando,  which 
is  based  on  the  Woolf  novel  and  Tod 
Browning’s  film  Freaks,  and  one  of  the 
characters  in  Joan  of  Arc  is  seen  reading  the 
Flaubert  volume;  intratextuality  runs 
rampant  here.)  And  like  the  Godard  films. 
Madam  X’s  power  comes  from  its  forthright 
declaration  of  its  intentions,  its  upfront 
politics  and  its  direct,  loony-tune  vision  of 
the  world. 

Unfortunately  (and  unlike  Godard  who 
knew  the  expediency  of  brevity  in  political 
discourse).  Madam  X  is  much  too  long. 
Ottinger  is  clearly  having  fun  with  the 
situations  and  the  characters — and  even  the 
actors  seem  to  be  having  fun,  although  they 
do  look  a  bit  confused  at  times — but  much  of 
the  film  is  repetitive  and  flabby.  It  is  not  as 
though  Ottinger  doesn’t  think  we  are  getting 
the  point,  but  she  is  so  enjoying  her  freedom 
to  say  that  power  corrupts  and  women 
seeking  liberation  through  traditional  power 
displays  are  doomed  to  failure,  that  she 
doesn't  know  when  to  stop.  Much  of  the 
film,  especially  the  first  half,  is  very  clever 
and  funny.  Ottinger  is  a  sharp  observer  of 
women’s  oppression  that  she  delights  in 
reinventing  stereotypes  and  juxtaposing 
these  images  with  her  tumed-on-its-head 
adventure  genre.  It’s  clear  that  Ottinger  has 


all  of  the  tricks  of  this  sort  of  political¬ 
filmmaking  down,  but  in  the  aid  Madame  X, 
like  its  eponymous  characta,  doesn’t  deliver. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  Ottinger’s 
politics  are  both  sprawling  and  quirky.  She  is 
attempting  not  only  a  feminist  critique  of 
culture,  but  a  radical  critique  of  liberal 
feminism.  As  if  this  wasn’t  a  big  enough 
task,  she  has  chosen  to  work  within  a  self- 
conscious,  self-reflective  and  artistically 
mocking  style  which,  while  it  underscores 
ha  seriousness,  undercuts  the  complexity  of 
her  thinking.  One  of  the  reasons  that 
Godard’s  work  in  the  late’60s  was  so 
successful  was  that  it  came  at  the  end  of 
more  than  a  decade  of  intense  political 
debate  and  activity.  Ottinger  was  attempting 
a  very  difficult  balance  between  form  and 
function,  style  and  content  and  was  doing  so 
at  a  time  when  these  feminist  ideas  were  still 
fairly  new  to  both  artists  and  the  public. 
Madam  X  is  not  a  terrible  movie — although 
parts  of  it  may  prompt  you  to  get  out  of  your 
seat,  grab  a  pair  of  scissors  and  start  editing 
yourself — but  it  has  the  feel  of  an  early  work 
that  is  not  so  much  half-formed  as  confused 
by  its  own  enthusiasms. 

If  Madam  X  is  a  flawed  work  with  no 
controlling  center  Joan  of  Arc  of  Mongolia  is 
near  perfection.  Made  in  1989  and  with  a 
running  time  of  165  minutes,  Joan  of  Arc  is 
part  lesbian  adventure  tale,  part  travelogue, 
part  musical  comedy  and  part  ethnographic 
study  of  Mongolian  woman’s  culture.  You 
can’t  say  it’s  not  ambitious. 

Any  plot  description  cannot  convey  the 
full  weight  of  the  film’s  emotional  and  visual 
impact,  but  here  goes:  Joan  of  Arc  opens  on 
the  Trans-Siberian  Railroad  where  a  strange 
collection  of  passenger  is  moving  east  very 
quickly.  Lady  Windermere  (Delphine  Syrig), 
a  cultured  amateur  anthropologist  is 
interested  in  studying  Mongolian  culture; 
Micky  Katz,  playing  himself,  a  tenor  in  the 
American  Yiddish  Theater,  is  going  to 
Russia  to  perform;  Fanny  Ziegfeld  (Gillian 
Scalici),  a  Broadway  musical  comedy  star  is 
on  leave  between  shows;  Ms.  Muller- 
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(1-r)  Jaffe  Cohen,  Danny  McWilliams  and  Bob  Smith  are  Funny  Gay  Males 

Homo  ha-ha’s 


The  fabulous  world  of  Funny  Gay  Males 


Funny  Gay  Males. 

Pan  of  The  Weekend  Cabaret  Series  at  The  Charles 
Playhouse,  Worrenton  St,  Boston.  Jan  18-20  and 
25-27.  Tickets:  f  10.  For  showtimes  and  further 
information,  call  (617)  423-4179  or  423-3222. 

Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

he  three  stand-up  comics  who 
perform  under  the  moniker  Funny 
Gay  Males  are  a  trio  of  extremely 
hilarious  queens.  Danny 
McWilliams,  Bob  Smith  and  Jaffe  Cohen 
have  managed  to  make  a  niche  for 
themselves  in  the  highly  competitive  and 
alarmingly  homogenous  world  of 
professional  joke  telling.  They  have  enjoyed 
resounding  success  in  New  York  City,  on  the 
road,  and  recently  even  managed  to  make 
iruoads  on  the  television  comedy  circuit. 
(The  group  appeared  in  celebration  of 
Coming  Out  Day  on  The  Joan  Rivers  Show; 
Cohen  did  a  solo  shot  on  Fox  TV’s  straight- 
guy  bastion.  Comic  Strip  Live). 

Funny  Gay  Males  recently  inaugurated  an 
exicting  cabaret  series  at  The  Charles 
Playhouse  in  Boston.  After  a  brief  group 
introduction.  Smith  and  Cohen  left  the  stage 
for  McWilliam’s  turn  in  the  spotlight. 

McWilliam’s  forte  is  the  funny  character 
study,  reminiscent  of  the  early  work  of  Lily 
Tomlin.  McWilliams  explained  that  he  met  a 
receptionist  while  working  for  Attitude 
Temps  and,  with  a  simple  wig  and  pointy 
eyeglasses,  made  a  remarkable 
transformation  into  the  character.  Comic 
chaos  ensued  as  the  woman  juggled  several 
constantly  ringing  telephone  lines,  pawed 
through  file  cabinets  and  gossiped  with  a 
friend  on  the  phone. 

McWilliams  then  introduced  the  audience 
to  a  neighbor  who  liked  to  hang  out  the 
window  of  her  New  York  apartment  as  she 
smoked  incessantly.  This  was  perhaps  the 
best  realized  of  the  three  extended  character 
sketches  he  performed  (the  third  was  a 
customer  in  a  deli  that  crossed  over  the 
fuimy/sad  line  a  few  too  many  times  for  my 
personal  taste).  In  a  poignantly  hilarious 
study  worthy  of  Tomlin  herself,  the  Window 
Woman  confronts  a  nun  for  humiliating  her 
daughter  in  junior  high  school.  The  lines  flew 
fast  and  furious,  with  the  accent  on  the 
character’s  fury. 

McWilliams  supplemented  these  bits  with 
more  straightforward  one-liners  that  were 
very  funny  indeed.  He  told  us  that  when  a 
man  on  a  gay  phone  sex  line  asked  him  what 
he  had  on  he  replied,  "Bewitched.”  He  then 
explained  that  his  favorite  character  on  that 
TV  show  was  Endora  because  of  the 
extravagance  of  her  spells.  When  someone  in 
school  would  taunt  McWilliams  with  lines 
like  "You’re  just  a  big  fag,”  he  said  he  would 
turn  and,  with  a  histrionic  display  of  Agnes 
Moorehead-like  hand  and  arm  movements, 
he’d  hiss,  "'Eye  of  Newt,  Wing  of  Bat,  The 
moon  in  eclipse....’  But  my  spells  were  more 
like  Aunt  Qara’s,  they  never  did  anything.” 
McWilliams’  act  would  be  even  more 
enjoyable  if  he  added  a  male  character  to  his 
repertoire  or  used  more  of  this  fabulous 
stand-up  to  diversify  his  routine. 

The  self-proclaimed  "John  Doc  of  Bob 
Smiths”  was  the  second  performer  of  the 
night.  With  a  Perry  Como-like  cool 
demeanor  (not  unlike  that  of  most 
mainstream  comics).  Smith  told  laugh-filkd 
stories  about  his  lover,  friends  and  family. 
His  coming  out  story  ("at  Thaitksgiving  I 
asked  my  mother  to  pass  the  gravy  to  a 
homosexual”)  is  already  passing  into  gay 
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community  lexicon,  and  the  rest  of  his  set 
was  even  funnier. 

Smith  regaled  the  audience  with  stories 
about  his  actor  lover,  Tom.  “Like  a  lot  of 
actors,  he’s  highly  critical  of  other 
performers.  We  went  to  Sea  World  and  I  said, 
‘Tom,  did  you  like  the  dolphin  show?’  He 
said,  ‘They  just  swam  through  their  roles. 
Where  was  the  emotion?”’  Tom,  it  seems,  is 
also  a  fine  interior  decorator.  “Through  the 
use  of  mirrors  he  has  managed  to  make  our 
studio  look  like  a  12-room  apartment.  The 
first  time  the  sun  came  in  the  window,  our 
couch  burst  into  flames.” 

Smith  also  claimed  to  have  been  his 
mother’s  favorite  child.  “She  held  onto 
everything;  at  great  expense  she  saved  every 
Etch-A-Sketch  drawing  I  ever  did.”  Also 
unearthed  in  his  mother’s  attic  was  a  book 
Smith  had  written  as  a  class  project  in  sixth 
grade.  “I  recently  took  one  look  at  this  and 
said  ‘This  is  so  gay.’”  Producing  the  book, 
Ben  the  Big  Bronto,  Smith  read  passages 
about  a  dinosaur  “who  was  different."  This 
segment  was  the  capper  to  Smith’s  finely- 
crafted  routine. 

Cohen's  portion  of  the  show  was  also  an 
incredibly  refined  example  of  good  comedy 
writing  and  delivery.  Think  of  a  kinder, 
gentler,  homosexual  Jackie  Mason,  and 
you’re  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Jaffe 
Cohen’s  comic  universe,  although  that 
doesn’t  quite  convey  the  joys  of  his  side¬ 
splitting  routine. 

Like  Smith,  Cohen’s  focus  was  on  stories 
about  friends  and  family  members.  He 
described  an  effeminate  friend  who  “hasn’t 
used  a  masculine  pronoun  in  twenty  years.  I 
said  ‘How’s  your  father,’  and  he  said,  ‘Oh, 
she’s  retired.’”  Liberally  sprinkled  with 
Yiddish  words  and  expressions,  Cohen’s 
routine  was  enchanting.  His  physical 
accuracy  in  depicting  a  young  queen 
“playing”  volleybil  in  high  school  gym  class 
was  right  on  target  Cohen  said,  “When  I  do 
that  for  straight  audiences,  they  say  ‘I  had 
someone  just  like  that  in  my  class.'  When  I 
do  it  for  gay  men  they  cover  their  faces  and 
say  ‘Oh  God,  that  was  me.’” 

For  me  the  absolute  apex  of  Cohen’s 
routine  was  a  story  about  his  aunt,  “the  oldest 
Jewish  woman  in  Creation.”  With  uncanny 
detail  focusing  on  his  aunt’s  ancient  bowl  of 
hard  candy,  Cohen  had  me  laughing  so  hard 
that  for  a  moment  I  thought  I  might  slip  out 
of  consciousness  and  slump  to  the  floor. 
“Bible  scholars  want  to  get  that  candy  dish 
and  bring  it  back  to  the  Holy  Land  to  study. 
They  think  it  contains  the  actual  teethmaiks 
of  the  prophet  Elijah.  He  bit  into  a 
butterscotch,  thought  it  was  going  to  be 
lemon,  so  he  put  it  back.” 

The  three  men  in  Funny  Gay  Males  each 
have  their  own  style  and  technique,  and  their 
combined  skills  make  for  an  evening  of  total 
hilarity.  As  a  dyed-in-the-wool  fan  of  women 
stand-up  comics  who  has  endured  copious 
slurs  against  women,  people  with  non- 
Caucasoid  skin  tone  and  queers  of  every 
gender  from  the  mouths  of  many  a  male 
opening  act  (while  waiting  for  such 
headliners  as  Paula  Poundstone,  Rosie 
O’Donnell  and  Ellen  DeGeneris),  I  can 
personally  vouch  for  the  absolute  feeling  of 
liberation  that  the  Funny  Gay  Male 
prerformance  provides.  They  are,  in  fact,  a 
gay  ewnmunity  treasure.  □ 

The  Jan.  27  performance  of  Funny  Gay 
Males  will  be  a  Super  Bowl  Sunday  benefit 
for  Boston's  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center. 

COMMUNITY  NEWS 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston’s  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  A.  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availablity 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIAUZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRAaiNG, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  '02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankheagl  DOS 
Paul  O.  Grolpan,  DOS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DOS 


1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue-ii 
Hyde  Park.  M A  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  & 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBUC  ACCOUNTANT 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22EdgertyRoad 
Boston.  MA  oeil 5 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  a  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUSTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somenrils  Ave. 
Somemlle.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Ne«4>ury  St. 

Boston.  MA02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

SpoHord.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  yoia  car 
repaired  at  an  Inaurarrce 
racommettded  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guartmtees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  kx  al  ol 
your  auto  needs  (817)  320- 
9635.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Carrtbridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

'Repairs  'Pang  'Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  RELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
SomervHle,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

Da  JONATHAN  STBN 

375  Harvard  St  ’ 

Brookllna.  M  A  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Messc^e 
24  Hour  Beeper  Senrice 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excelenl  Relerences  - 
I  do  windowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 
Residential  cleaning 
CambrklgarSomerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOOATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-81 X  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publlshingf 
word  processing.  Maks  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.O.,  PhD 

Chid  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre,Tim  Rodrlsn, 
MDIv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MOiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmativs  pastoral 
oounseingr  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  &  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  coupies,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSEUNG 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochluate  Rd.  Rie.  30 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSEUNG 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  lor  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
oollectiva 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somervile,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenrtxxe  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/tesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSEUNG 
596  Tremont  SI. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacremento  St. 
CArtOrldge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Saersunento  St. 
Carhbridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSEUNG 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  4432329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.ErL  Anorexia.  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  (or 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

ELECTRICIANS 


ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 
Peabody,  MA  24-hr.  service 
1-800-3832978 
MA  ic*  A7299  •  NH  lice  3697 
ME  10*3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

FUNCRONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  lundraisers. 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/unlon 
cererrxtnies 
(506)  6894)217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

cal  Wbyne:  (617)  3531325 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sal.  35  Wed.-Fri. 

39  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic;  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research.  Community 
Servicee;  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clnic  (or  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  SL 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St  at  Colurrbus 
Ave,  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Senrice 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-803352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  SL 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-fllrrV 
comrrTls  actor.  Free  brochure 
S  Introductory  session. 
Carrbridge/  Boston 
(617)  8638448 

LAWYERS 


ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
WCKELSON 
8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021X 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Senrice  Brokerage: 
Midge  Balelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  M  A  021 X 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Onter  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
021X  (617)  522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
022X  Events  phone; 

(617)  92325X 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrangeSt.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  3X-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA021X 
(617)  98395X 
TTY-TTD9529 
M-S137.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St 
Boston,  M A  02109 
(617)  5231060 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
X  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02 IX  (617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Aetpundure.  Chiropractic. 
Massage  S  Polarity 
338  New4)ury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  (or  Women 
823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02tX 
(617)497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM.F4PM-2AM,Sat9PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.9PM-1  AM 

*ro  gel  your  Hating  In  the 
Community  Guide  call 
Trial  al  (617)  426-4469 


ntOOFREADERS 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


The  narcissistic  drinker  of  Ticket  of  No  Return 


Ottinger 

Continutd  from  page  9 

Vohwinkler  (Irm  Herman)  is  a  German 
schoolteacher  on  vacation  and  Giovanna 
(Ines  Sastre)  is  a  young  woman  traveling  for 
adventure.  There  are  also  assorted  other 
characters  including  the  Kalinka  Sisters,  a 
sort  of  Balkan  Andrews  SistCTS  act  with  ’70s 
East  Side  New  York  camp  outfits  who  are  as 
at  ease  with  American  vaudeville  song  as 
their  own  Eastern  European  music. 

Well,  after  several  musical  numbers  and 
Lady  Windermere  obviously  putting  a  rather 
genteel  make  on  Giovanna,  the  train  is 
stopped  by  a  troop  of  Mongolian 
tribeswomen  who  kidnap  seven  of  the 
Western  women — including  the  singing 
trio — and  take  them  off  into  the  desert.  Part 
hostages,  part  honored  guests,  the  women 
discover  truths  about  another  culture,  love, 
themselves,  spirituality  and  self-worth  as 
they  reevaluate  their  own  lives  in  light  of  this 
exposure.  The  dramatics  in  the  film’s  second 
half  occur  when  the  Mongolian  Princess  (Yu 
Re  Huar)  falls  in  love  with  Giovanna  (an 
updated  Joan  of  Arc)  and  some  emotional 
and  cultural  decisions  have  to  be  made. 

But  such  a  summary  does  not  convey 
Joan  of  Arc  of  Mongolia's  wit  or  visual 
beauty  and  comes  nowhere  near  indicating 
the  film’s  emotional  intensity.  Joan  of  Arc 
has  the  look  and  feel  of  an  epic  and  it  is  no 
surprise.  Filming  on  location  in  Mongolia, 
Ottinger  was  scrupulous  in  reproducing 
native  Mongolian  woman’s  culture  and 
clearly  had  a  love  for  the  people  and  the  land 
as  she  let  her  camera  linger  over  landscapes 
and  faces.  There  is  little  sense  of  the  camera 
being  an  intruder  here — the  film  is  startling 
in  its  walking  a  fine  line  between  fiction  and 
documentary — and  the  extras  are  given  as 
much  emotional  weight  as  any  of  the 
European  stars. 

There  is  so  much  going  on  in  Joan  of  Arc, 
so  many  themes  woven  through  its  several 
layers  of  narrative  and  styles,  that  it  boggles 
the  mind.  If  thwe  is  a  controlling  image  it  is 
not  so  much  Lady  Windermere  (whose  name 
is  taken  from  the  Oscar  Wilde  heroine),  but 
rather  Delphine  Seyrig,  who  plays  her. 
Seyrig,  who  died  several  months  ago, 
became  a  star  in  the  French  cinema  after  her 
performance  in  Alan  Reinais’  Last  Year  At 
Marienbad.  She  later  appeared  in  Joseph 
Losey’s  AcciderU,  Truffaut’s  Stolen  Kisses, 
Buneul’s  Milky  Way.  and  The  Discrete 
Charm  of  the  Bourgeoisie  as  well  as  a  host  of 
other  movies. 

In  the  mid-’70s  Seyrig  became  an  activist 
feminist  and  after  aimouncing  at  a  publicized 
press  conference  that  “Theater  and  films  are 
very  far  from  women’s  consciousness  of 
themselves”  began  working  mostly  with 
women  directors.  She  made  India  Song  with 
Margurite  Duras  and  Jeanne  Dielman  with 
Chantal  Akerman  and  appeared  in  political 
theater  such  as  Fassbinder’s  play  about 
lesbian  relationships  The  Bitter  Tears  of 
Petra  von  Kant,  as  well  as  Ulrike  Ottinger ’s 
other  films  The  Image  of  Dorian  Gray  in  the 
Yellow  Press  and  Freak  Orlando. 

Ottinger’s  use  of  Seyrig  is  inspired 
because  her  very  presence  embodies  and 
calls  up  the  enormous  changes  that  women 
and  the  arts  have  gone  through  over  the  past 
two  decades.  Seyrig’s  performance  here  is 
graceful  and  muted,  never  too  queenly  and 
always  emotionally  vivid,  providing  political 
and  cultural  center  for  the  film.  It  is  also  her 
physical  look — in  her  late  ’50s  Seyrig 
resembles  both  Dietrich  in  her  attenuated 
sophistication  and  Garbo  in  her  sheer 
inscrutability — of  studied  grace  and  poise 
that  sets  the  tone  for  Ottinger’s  stunning 
visual  work  in  Joan  of  Arc. 

If  Madam  X  was  all  rough  edges  and 
jump-cut  editing,  Joan  of  Arc  is  deeply 
textured  and  ruminative  in  its  visuals.  In  shot 


after  shot,  scene  after  scene,  Ottinger  shows 
that  her  pleasure  in  the  beauty  of  the  camera 
is  intrinsic  to  her  politics.  There  is  a  surety  of 
movement  that  resembles  Peter  Greenaway’s 
stately-slow-motion  pans  in  The  Cook,  The 
Thief,  His  Wife  and  Her  Lover  or  even  the 
show-off  work  that  graced  Fassbinder’s  last 
films  (Irm  Hermann,  who  plays  the 
schoolteacher,  was  a  Fassbinder  repertory 
player  and  her  presence  only  increases  the 
connection  between  the  two  directors.)  In 
fact,  there  is  a  great  similarity  in  much  of  the 
tone  of  the  first  half  of  Joan  of  Arc  (the  long 
conversations  and  musical  numbers  set  on 
the  train)  with  Fassbinder’s  early  ’80s  Lola 
and  Lili  Marlene,  and  although  the  intent  is 
quite  different — Ottinger’s  politics  are 
distinctly  feminist,  Fassbinder’s  were  more 
ambiguously  so — mis  en  scene  becomes  as 
important  as  character  or  plot  to  the  texture 
of  the  narrative. 

Joan  of  Arc  of  Mongolia  is  a  great  film; 
rich  and  fragrant  with  ideas  and  images,  it  is 
the  first  lesbian  epic.  And  although  it  is  as 
generous  with  its  politics  as  Madam  X  is 
didactic,  it  is  not  without  its  quirks  and 
puzzlement  as  well  as  its  sour  moments. 
Early  in  the  film,  Mick  Katz,  the  Kalinka 
Sisters,  a  Russian  general  and  his  aide  and 
Fanny  Ziegfeld  all  do  renditions  of  Bei  Mir 
Bist  Du  Schon — each  in  their  own  musical 
dialect:  Yiddish  theater,  Broadway  musical, 
German  beer  hall,  faux-Andrews  Sisters  cum 
Balken-pop.  The  visual  grace  of  the  scene  is 
complimented  beautifully  by  its  sheer 
musical  elation;  a  cross-cultural  meeting  of 
the  spirit  and  the  voice  that  moves  our  minds 
as  it  stirs  the  senses.  It  is  here  that  Ottinger 
sets  the  stage  for  the  cultural  meetings  that 
are  to  happen  later — and  that  concern  the 
more  profound  issues  of  ethnic  and  national 
identity  and  love.  Joan  of  Arc  is  a  triumph 
not  only  of  political  filmmaking  but  of  the 
idea  that  art  and  politics  are 
not — cannot — be  separated  from  the 
experience  of  pleasure. 

The  Ulrike  Ottinger  retrospective  is 
scheduled  to  travel  to  Montreal  in  February 
and  San  Francisco  and  Hawaii  in  March. 


OniNGER 

RETROSPECTIVE 

SCHEDULE 


All  screenings  will  be  hel(j  at  the  ICA  Theatre, 
955  Boylston  Street.  Boston,  and  will  begin 
at  7:30  pm,  except  where  noted  (*). 

Fri.,  Jan.  25:  Madame  X  —  Fine 
Absolute  Herrsherin  (Madame 
X  —  An  Absolute  Ruler).  141 
min. 

Sat.,  Jan.  26:  Dorian  Gray  im 
Spiegel  der  Boulevardpresse 
(The  Image  of  Dorian  (iray  in 
the  Yellow  Press).  150  min. 

Sun.,  Jan.  27:  Usinmage.  16 
min.  Freak  Orlando.  126  min. 

Mon.,  Jan.  28:  Superbia  — 
Der  Stolz  (Superbia  Pride).  16 
min.  Laokoon  &  Soehne 
(Laocoon  &  Sons).  48  min.  Die 
Betorung  der  Blauen 
Matrosen  (The  Enchantment 
of  The  Blue  Sailors).  50  min. 

Tues.,  Jan.  29:  Berlinfieber 
(Berlin  Fever).  12  min.  Bildnis 
Einer  Trinkerin  (Ticket  of  No 
Return).  Ill  min. 

Wed.,  Jan.  30:  China.  Die 
Kunste— Der  Alltag,  eine 
Filmische  Reisebeschreibung 
(China.  The  Arts— The 
People,  A  Travelogue).  270 
min. 

*Thurs.,  Jan.  31:  Johanna 
D’Arc  of  Mongolia  (Joan  of 
Arc  of  Mongolia).  165  min. 
This  screening  will  be  held  at 
Loew's  Cinema,  Copley 
Place.  Ulrike  Ottinger  will 
introduce  the  film  at  8pm. 
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Sydney 
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sought  by  labels  other  than  Columbia,  later 
became  Riu  Mae  Brown’s  typist,  and  still 
later  was  outed  by  a  former  lover;  and  there 
was  a  long-lived  rumor  in  the  lesbian 
community  that  reached  maturity  in 
Warwick’s  heyday  that  alleged  Dionne  to  be 
the  lover  of  Marlene  Dietrich.) 

Shep’s  world  is  populated  by  professional 
women  who  heavily  and  repeatedly  fall  in 
and  out  of  love.  Like  all  such  circles, 
regardless  of  gender  line-up,  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  incestuousness.  At  one 
point,  after  Shep  has,  in  the  words  of  her 
crowd,  “taken  a  turn  down  chicken  lane” 
when  she  falls  in  love  with  a  19-year-old 
woman  nicknamed  “Youth  Explosion,” 
whom  she  later  drops  at  the  height  of 
passion.  Sydney  then  spends  an  emergency 
vacation  with  a  woman  friend  who  is 
threatening  to  kill  herself  over  the  loss  of  her 
current  lover  to  an  old  friend. 

Sometimes  some  of  the  lesbians  in  this 
book  are  almost  as  mean  as  characters  in 
Fassbinder’s  The  Bitter  Tears  of  Petra  Van 
Kant,  but  they  do  live  in  the  fast  lane,  and 
socioeconomic  largess  takes  its  toll  on  soul. 
At  any  rate,  these  women  are  true  to  the 
expecutions  of  their  class  (one  might  steal 
one’s  friend’s  lover,  but  one  does  not  leave  a 
house  party  unexpectedly  because  one  is 
upset),  and  they  are  certainly  not  judged  by 
Mcaker.  Or  by  Sydney.  At  one  point  he  telk 
a  distraught  person  where  she  can  find  her 
absentee  lover  (at  the  Algonguin),  and  after 
he  has  made  a  scene  in  a  gay  bar  in  Quogue, 
Long  Island  (yelling  things  at  gay  men  and 
women  who  object  to  his  being  in  the  bar, 
more  because  he  is  underage  than  because  he 
is  heterosexual  and  known  to  them),  he  has  a 
clandenstine  chat  with  one  of  his  mother’s 
gay  male  friends  in  the  parking  lot,  and  the 
scene  is  rather  nice:  not  remotely  sexual,  but 
genuinely  secretive. 

Some  readers  will  have  a  difficult  time 
with  at  least  one  of  Sydney’s  literature-based 
fantasies,  in  which  he  is  Sir  Stephen  and  gets 
to  put  one  of  his  woman  friends  (whom  he 
sees  as  O  in  The  Story  of  O)  through  her 
paces.  Her  interpretation  of  this  situation  is 
that  Sydney  must  have  a  lot  of  pent-up 
hostility  against  women  in  general  because 
of  his  mother  (Shep  is  a  control  freak). 
Despite  this,  the  book  seems  to  have  a 
healthy  attitude  toward  adolescent  sex  (the 
woman  enters  into  Sydney /Sir  Stephen’s 
fantasy,  and  shares  it  to  the  extent  it  goes)  as 
well  as  experimentation  among  heterosexual 
teens  (the  one  teenager  who  tries  bisexuality 
doesn’t  do  very  well  in  her  experiment, 
partly  because  the  relationship  is  intraclass 
but  intcrgenerational). 

Meaker’s  writing  style  is  delicious,  and 
one  wonders  why  in  the  17  years  since  this 
novel  was  first  published,  one  hasn’t  heard 
more  from  her.  There  is  something 
absolutely  J.D.  Salinger  about  this  book:  it 
is  clever  and  quite  “the  read”  yet  it  is 
intelligent  and  filled  with  fully  realized 
characters,  ultimately  as  warm  as  a  good 
sitcom  but  far  more  unpredictable.  I  gasped 
at  certain  Sydney  actions  the  way  one  gasps 
at  friends  who  are  belligerent  during  tense 
moments:  I  worried  about  him,  and 
sometimes  I  did  not  like  him,  and  sometimes 
1  thought  he  was  great.  He  was  certainly 
always  there  for  me. 

As  for  the  way  Sydney  (and  Meaker)  sees 
gay  people,  I  would  like  to  point  out  that 
although  the  novel  was  written  after 
Stonewall,  the  world  in  the  early  1970s  was 
not  exactly  a  Queer  Nation  visibility  action: 
There  was  a  suange,  stylized  hyper- 
enthusiasm  in  the  exchanges 
between  small  groups  of  females 
and  males,  who  seemed  always  to 
enter  separately,  then  discover  each 
other  with  extravagant  joy;  males 
lifting  females  off  the  floor  in 
wrestling  embraces,  many  grand 
mouth-to-mouth  kisses, 

accompanied  by  shouts  of  “darling,” 

“love,”  like  this  room  was  some  fun- 
filled  Garden  of  Eden  where  males 
and  females  were  eiKOuntering  one 
another  for  the  first  time. 
Shockproof  knew  it  all  for  what  it 
was:  ctxle. 

Ten  years  later  he  would  have  known  what 
the  colored  handkerchiefs  in  Victor’s  and 
Paul’s  (Vicki  and  Paul,  in  his  mother’s  code) 
back  pockets  meant;  another  decade  and 
maybe  he  would  be  wearing  a  “Silence  = 
Death”  button.  Shockproof  is  an  observer, 
and  a  good  one,  but  he  is  also  a  doer.  His 
mind  may  be  cluttered  with  Updike  and 
Hemingway,  Kosinki  and  Leonard  Cohen,, 
but  he  also  has  his  own  thoughts. 

But  on  the  way  to  the  kitchen,  tike  ■ 
sudden  uuck  of  hiccups,  he  heard 
honself  sob,  the  sensation  arresting 
him  momentarily  in  the  narrow 
hallway.  The  sound  came  like  subs. 

He  leaned  against  the  wall.  They 
were  hoarse,  staccato, 
unpremeditated  sounds,  which  he 
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quickly  transformed  into  the  noise 

oi  a  coughing  fit 

Then  he  got  past  it 

How  often  do  we  get  to  get  past  it  with 
people,  even  fictional  characters?  Sydney 
Skate,  growing,  knowledgeable  about  snakes 
and  other  animals,  tentative  with  but 
desirous  of  people,  lives  with  me  now.  □ 

Sharing 
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to  be  nailed  to  two  pieces  of  board...)  Marcia 
responds  with,  “Jesus  is  my  rock,  my 
mountain,  my  fortress...  You  too  can  ...repent 
and  accept  Jesus  as  your  personal  savior.” 
Finally,  the  unnamed  narrator  has  had 
enough  and  in  her  anger  and  in  response  to 
“I’ll  pray  for  you,”  she  says,  “You  better 
pray  for  yourself,  sister,  because  you  and 
Jesus  goima  need  it.” 

In  “Ophelia”  she  writes  of  a  white  woman 
who  insists,  “The  internal  me  is  Black.  You 
know.. .you  can  think  of  me  as  a  reverse 
Oreo:  White  on  the  outside.  Black  on  the 
inside.”  And  she  frequently  says,  “You  can 
kiss  my  Black  ass.”  Blackwomon’s  story 
“The  Long  Way  Home,”  touchingly  tells  the 
story  of  a  twelve-year-old’s  first  love  and  the 
inevitable  bad  raid  that  comes  of  iL 

Nona  Caspers  uses  mystery  in  her  stories, 
forcing  us  to  accept  her  world,  a  world  that 
sometimes  borders  on  science  fiction.  In 
“When  I  first  kissed  Marsha  from  the  Brady 
Bunch  on  the  Lips  and  the  Truth  about  Why 
the  Series  Ended,”  Nona  learns  from  her 
older  sister  that  Marsha  Brady  is  a  lesbian, 
so  Nona  runs  away  to  Los  Angeles  to  meet 
the  Bradys.  She  does,  and  after  and  eye 
opening  dinner  where  she  finds  out  that  the 
Bradys  are  as  screwed  up  as  every  other 
family,  she  fulfills  her  wish  to  kiss  Marsha 
Brady.  In  “Chicken-Dyke”  she  completely 
accurately  describes  one  lesbian’s  terror  at 
trying  to  ask  another  lesbian  to  dance  as 
opposed  to  asking  her  to  bed  (her  therapist 
advised  her  to  try  dancing  first).  And  in 
“black  bananas”  the  described  heartbreak  of 
the  end  of  a  relationship  will  be  wrenchingly 
familiar  to  anyone  who  has  been  through  the' 
pain. 

Welcome  Julie.  Welcome  Nona.  More, 
more.  □ 

Tennessee 
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in  an  upward  manner,  toward  the  light,”  he 
might  also  consider  the  term  “co-dependent.” 
Perhaps  his  professed  desire  to  create  a 
“new,  healthy  Tennessee” — provided 
Williams  played  by  Smith’s  rules —  had  in  it 
certain  motives  that  deserve  the  same 
jaundiced  scrutiny  Smith  applies  to  everyone 
else  in  Williams’s  life;  if  so,  they  don’t 
receive  that  scrutiny.  Bruce  Smith  is  the 
light:  all  else  is  darkness. 

Aside  from  being  a  nasty,  depressing,  self- 
serving  and  self-aggrandizing  book.  Costly 
Performances  is  incompetently  written  and 
edited —  much  like  Rader’s  Cry  of  the  Heart, 
come  to  think  of  it,  or  like  the  National 
Enquirer.  Smith  leaves  no  clich6  unturned, 
no  participle  undangling.  “Born  in 
Columbus,  Mississippi,  on  March  26,  1911, 
St.  Louis  was  the  crucible  of  Tennessee’s 
creative  life.”  He  wants  to  write  a  florid 
prose  but  he  doesn’t  know  the  meaning  of 
many  of  the  big  words  he  uses,  also  like 
Rader  (whose  name  he  misspells,  as 
“Raider,”  twice!)  I’ll  give  him  this  much, 
however:  somehow  he  seems  to  have  got 
Williams’s  voice,  as  I  know  it  from 
interviews  and  other  transcriptions,  on  paper. 
Most  of  the  words  put  into  Tennessee’s 
mouth  do  sound  like  him,  rather  than  Smith. 
But  there’s  little  dish  here  that  you  couldn’t 
find  elsewhere;  and  to  get  to  the  subject  of 
Costly  Performances  you  have  to  get  past  the 
author.  □ 


HELP  US... 

Do  you  like  to  look  at  photos? 

How  do  you  feel  about  filing? 

Well,  don't  miss  this  oppotunity  to  do  both. 
GCN  needs  volunteers  to  file  photographs 
For  more  details  call  426-4469 


COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Ski  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 

Surrapee  Region 
New  Hampinire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Beon  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breokfost 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


THIS  SPACE  CAN 
BE  HAD  FOR  A 
MERE  PITTANCE. 

CALL  TRIXI  FOR  DETAILS  61 7  426  4469 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

...v.v.vxy::?*:::- 


Coiw  Sg.  Bostcw,  BIA  (617)  266-2240 

’  SEAL1B}NStl]RANCEACOEMSD 


serving  the  gay/leshian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women’s  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  ttylvoice 
6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistie  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-09(X)  X  252 


Spending  is  a 
Sickness 

when  you  fry  to  buy  friend¬ 
ship...  when  you  shop  for  a 
temporcury  lift... when  your 
debts  pile  up... and  you  still 
haven’t  found  what  you 
really  need. 

It’s  time  to  ccill  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  •v' 


(617)  734-6996  Insurmce  Accepted 

dty,  eve,  weekend  hours 


Stephen  J.  Golburgh  ED.D. 

UCENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 


SEXUAL  DISFUNCTIONS.  GENDER/ 
IDENTITY  •  CHILDREN  OF  ALCOHOLICS . 
FEARS/PHOBIAS  •  STRESS-RELATED  ILLNESS  • 
ANXIETY/DEPRESSION  •  SPEECH  ANXIETY/ 
STUTTERING  •  ADDICTIONSh2  CTEPS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  ■  INDIVIDUALS  •  COUPLES 
364  Harvard  Street « Brookline,  MA  •  02146 
( near  Coolidge  Comer) 


General  Dentistry 

John  Barna,  Dmd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


Womencrafts 


^  Across  (he  street 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE 
FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
WRITE  NEWS 
ANSWER  PHONES 
PROOFREAD 

VOIUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 

...  OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY 
62  BERKELEY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
TO  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 


186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139  •  (617)  876-5310 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


New 


A  WOMEN’S 
RDS  BOOKSTORE 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Topes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses 
Cords  •  Posters 
Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


Full  moll  order  services  available 

10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  •  10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


New  England*s  most 
comprehensive  selection 
of  lesbian  fiction,  poetry, 
history,  spirituality, 
erotica,  videos,  cards, 
music  and  jewelry. 


673  Boylston  St  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-llpm  •  Sun  12-9pm 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Family  and  Parenting  Services 


PRE-CONCEPTIONS: 

~  a  series  of  informational  workshops  on  pre-parenting  issues  of 
interest  to  lesbians  and  single  heterosexual  women  ~ 

4th  Tuesday  of  every  Month  7:00  -  9:00pm 
$5  donation,  free  to  active  FCHC  AI  participants 
For  more  information  call  Jenifer  Firestone  at  617/267-0900 

Workshops  in  January  and  February  will  be  held  at  the  Harriet  Tubman  House, 
566  Columbus  Ave  (and  Mass  Ave)  in  Boston  (a  group  will  gather  at  6:45  PM 
at  Orange  Line  Mass  Ave  exit  to  walk  over  together) 

Choosing  a  Women  *s  Health  Care  Provider  ~  January  22 
Speakers:  Paula  Vincent,  Certified  Nurse  Midwife  (CNM),  Mt.  Auburn  Hospital; 
Shafia  Monroe,  Lay  Midwife  Traditional  Childbearing;  Beverly  Greer,  Ob/Gyn., 
Mt.  Auburn  Hospital;  Sandra  Leonard,  Nurse  Practitioner,  Women  &  Infants 

Fertility:  Medical  Issues  ~  February  26 

Speaker:  Natalie  Schultz,  MD  Infertility  and  Endocrinology  Specialist,  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan 

Workshops  in  March,  April,  May  and  June  will  be  held  at  the  NEW  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street  (off  Mass  Ave  near  Boylston)  which 
is  wheelchair  accessible 

Fertility  Enhancement:  Through  Wholistic  Therapies  ~  March  26 
Speakers:  Rezakkah  Norins,  Coordinator,  FCHC  Wholistic  Health  Services, 
Massage  Therapist;  Karen  Black,  Lie.  Acupuncturist;  Jeanne  Freebody,  Chiro¬ 
practor;  all  of  FCHC  Wholistic  Health  Dept.,  Nutritionist  TBA 

Pregnancy:  Navigating  the  Nine  Months  ~  April  23 

Speaker:  Paula  Vincent,  lesbian  birthmother  and  CNM;  pregnant  lesbians  and 

nonbiological  mothers-to-be 

Miscarriage  ~  May  28 

Speakers:  Shafia  Monroe,  Lay  Midwife  and  birthmother,  women  who  have 
experienced  pregnancy  loss;  MD  TBA 

Legal  Issues  and  AI  -  June  25 

Speaker:  Barbara  Macy,  Attorney,  Lund  &  Associates 


For  more  information  about 
our  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  call  426-4469 


Sea  of  women 

Continued  from  page  7 


differentiating  between  pornography 
and  erotica.  This  is  not  the  {dace  for 
such  a  study. 

Zimmerman  didn't  apply  these  standards 
to  any  other  aspects  of  her  study,  and  I  think 
her  whole  analysis  suffers  from  her  abrupt 
dismissal  of  S/M.  It  cases  a  censorious  chill 
that  seems  inappropriate  to  an  examination 
of  a  chronological  body  of  literature.  A  non- 
judgmental  analysis  of  how  S/M  writing  fits 
into  the  larger  picture  of  lesbian  fiction 
would  have  been  very  useful  to  the  ongoing 
debate  about  it.  It  is  grating  to  see 
Zimmerman  eliminate  the  margins  of  lesbian 
fiction,  and  then  complain  about  how 
repetitive  the  genre  has  become  in  only 
twenty  years. 

Zimmerman’s  third  section  is  on  how 
lesbian  commimity  is  portrayed  and  includes 
a  fascinating  examination  of  the  origins  of 
the  “lesbian  nation"  concept.  She  talks  about 
the  idealized  presentations  of  bars  as 
community;  the  separatist  utopian  lesbian 
communities  found  primarily  in  fantasy  and 
science  fiction  by  white  lesbians;  and  the 
realistic  communities  which  sometimes 
include  men. 

At  the  end  of  her  chapter  on  communities, 
Zimmerman  points  out  that  “the  lesbian 
feminist  novel  of  community  celebrates 
sameness  and  imity”  but  that  in  the  ’80s 
“differences  of  race,  class,  ethnicity,  age, 
physical  ability  and  political  ideology 
shocked  Lesbian  Nation  out  of  its 
complacency."  The  following  chapter, 
“Community  and  Difference,”  attempts  to 
analyze  how  these  differences  were 
portrayed  by  women  of  color,  ethnic  white; 
and  generic  white  writers. 

I  felt  this  was  the  weakest  area  of  the 
book.  As  I  read  the  earlier  chapters,  I  had 
wondered  why  there  was  so  little  discussion 
of  writing  by  women  of  color.  Zimmerman’s 
solution,  to  cover  it  in  the  fifth  chapter,  gave 
this  topic  concentrated  attention  but  had  a 
ghettoizing  effect.  What  was  included  in  the 
earlier  chapters  covered  too  few  authors  and 
styles. 

One  reason  this  happened,  I  believe,  is 
because  Zimmerman’s  study  is  mostly  of 
novels,  with  an  occasional  mention  of  a  short 
story  from  a  one-author  collection. 
However,  very  few  novels  by  lesbians  of 
color  have  been  published.  Most  such 
writing  is  in  short  story  and  brief  sketch 
formats,  appearing  in  journals  such  as 
Common  LivesILesbian  Lives.  A  lot  of  the 
writing  is  non-linear,  written  in  Black 
English,  and  less  accessible  to  white  middle- 
class  readers  than  the  few  more 
conventionally  written  books  that 
Zimmerman  repeatedly  mentions, 
particularly  Zanu.  There  is  a  great  need  for 
analysis  of  this  body  of  writing,  within  the 
context  of  all  recent  lesbian  fiction.  I  would 
love  to  see  someone  more  qualified  try  to 
apply  Zimmerman’s  models  to  such  a  study. 
Perhaps  other  models  for  looking  at  lesbian 
fiction  would  emerge. 

I  did  find  much  of  value  in  the 
“Community  and  Difference”  chapter. 
Zimmerman  feels  that  when  white  lesbians 
write  about  racism,  the  results  are  preachy 
instead  of  storytelling.  She  sees  women  of 
color  and  ethnic  lesbian  writers  as  telling 
stories  from  their  own  experiences,  and 
combining  the  search  for  sexual  identity  with 
the  search  for  ethnic  identity. 

The  entire  book  is  so  rich  with  history  of 
lesbian  feminist  culture  since  1969, 
provocative  ideas,  and  challenges  to  writers 
that  it  is  much  more  than  an  overview  of 
lesbian  writing.  Reading  it  revitalized  my 
excitement  for  lesbian  literature,  which  has 
dwindled  in  recent  years  due  to  the  barrage 
of  mystery  novels,  a  geme  that  I  just  don’t 
care  for.  Zimmerman  retrieves  many  fine 
lesbian  novels  from  virtual  premature  deaths 
due  to  insufficient  advertising  and 
distribution,  and  provides  appealing 
descriptions  and  interpretations,  particularly 
for  some  novels  so  jjersonal  or  experimental 
that  they  never  found  an  understanding 
readership.  I  will  be  searching  for  many  of 
the  now  out-of-print  books  she  mentions, 
and  rereading  those  I  own,  all  with  a  new 
method  of  appreciating  their  content.  I 
imagine  that  the  new  attention  will  also  be 
very  gratifying  to  many  authors  who  may 
have  felt  that  their  books  went  uimoticed  or 
misunderstood. 

As  someone  who  has  been  out  of  school 
for  a  long  time  and  who  feels  ovawhelmed 
by  current  trends  in  literary  analysis,  I  really 
envied  and  appreciated  Zimmerman’s 
acadanic  tools  for  doing  this  study.  She  used 
her  skills  to  explain  her  theories  in  an 
entertaining  way  so  that  I  never  felt  lost  in  a 
sea  of  deconstuctionism. 

Despite  its  limitations.  Safe  Sea  is  a  book 
that  wiD  shape  the  future  of  lesbian  fiction, 
and  should  be  of  value  to  all  readers  and 
writers  of  lesbian  1  iterature.  □ 
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Military 

Continued  from  page  I 

30  minutes  in  which  the  Pentagon  was  about 
to  be  caught  out  in  its  own  contradictions.” 

Steven  Petrow  of  National  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (NGRA)  told  GCN  he  agreed 
with  Hyde  that  the  Penugon  was  caught  off 
guard  when  it  implied  that  the  anti-gay 
policy  might  be  suspended.  “They  were 
probably  floating  the  idea  and  waiting  to  see 
what  kind  of  response  they’d  get,”  said 
Petrow.  He  added  that  he  was  not  surprised 
that  Defense  Department  spokespeople 
seemed  to  be  contradicting  themselves, 
saying  that,  “They  seem  to  speak  out  of  both 
sides  of  their  mouths  with  a  fair  amount  of 
comfort” 

Finally,  Petrow  said,  the  Defense 
Department’s  mixed  message  “highlights  the 
stupidity  of  the  Pentagon  when  it  comes  to 
gay  and  lesbian  jjeople.  Either  we’re  fit  to 
serve  or  we’re  not.” 

Kate  Dyer,  an  aide  to  openly  gay  Rep. 
Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.),  agreed  with  Hyde 
and  Petrow  that  the  Pentagon  had  been 
backed  into  a  corner  by  Jackson’s 
announcement.  She  told  GCN  that  she 
thought  the  stakes  were  too  high  for  the 
Pentagon  to  lift  its  ban,  even  temporarily.  “I 
think  if  they  suspended  it  for  the  war,”  said 
Dyer,  “there’s  no  way  they’d  put  it  back.” 

— filed  front  Boston 


GCN  is  waiting  for  you  to 

CLASSIFY 
YOUR  LOVE 


What  are  you  waiting  for? 


Try  a  GCN  Personal  ad. 
Turn  to  page  17  and  fill  out 
our  easy  to  use  form. 
You'll  be  glad  you  did. 


DLC 


DAVID  L«  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


HOLD  THESE  DATES! 

March  1  Sc  2 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  Opening  New  Doors! 

Mark  your  calendar  to  attend  th'e 
Opening  Celebration  of  our  community's  new 
full  service  Health  Center  facility. 

Friday,  March  1: 

Formal  Ceremony  with  official  ribbon-cutting 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

He^ine 


Saturday,  March  2: 

Community  celebration  street  fair 
•  with  food  for  a  winter's  day,  music,  merriment 
and  tours  of  the  building 
plus,  a  community  wide  lesbian  and  gay 
dance  extravaganza 


267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 
TO  VOLUNTEER:  call  267-0900 
A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Disaimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Nevibury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


THE  CLUB  E*OR  WOMEN 

INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

FREE  ADMISSION  'TIL  10:30 
EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY 

THIS  SUNDAY,  JANUARY  10 

THE  DEB  HUSTON  BAND  WITH  SPECIAL  GUESTS  LADIES  X-PRESS 
(NEXT  DAY  IS  A  HOUDAY  •  SPEND  YOUR  NIGHT  OUT  AT  INDIGO) 

8PM ‘TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW! 

THIS  MONDAY,  JANUARY  11 

THE  GOLDEN  FRYING  PAN  TEAM  COOK-OFF  •  6PM 
(TO  BENEFIT  THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  1991  SOFTBAli  WORLD  SERIES) 
SAMPLE  THE  CUISINE  OF  1 0  OF  BOSTON'S  CLUBS  AND  SOFTBAli  TEAMS. 

COMING  SOON 

FROM  NYC  SINGER/SONGWRITER  DIANE  PONZIO 
JANUARY  26  •  8PM 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM,  Sun  9PM- 1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge.  MA  617-497-7200 
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Make  the  right  seleaion  — Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal"  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


(iiW 

SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


TRY  OUR  DEMO 


1-900-370-2266 


#:  617-262-7272 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


CALL  NOW! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  “Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 


Gay  owned  and  operated  $2/min. 
More  information  (305)  565-4455  ext.2355 


I  WON'T  PAY  FOR 
MURDER  IN  THE 
MIDDLE  EAST  .  .  . 


.  .  .  WHEN  I  CAN 
GET  IT  FOR  FREE 
AT  HOME. 
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ABE  RYBECK  &  READ  WEAVER 


1-900-468-8822 


Ihe Black*'  ' 


Where  aJl  men  are  welcome. 


DIAL  NOW 
GUYS  ARE 
WAITING! 


i 

I  TALK  LIVE 
fNATIONWIDEI 


YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER 
$1  PER  MIN  •  $2  1st  MIN 
01990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

prrroNA^__j^^~^^^^us^^T"T7iiT!r!rrrHT!!T7'*yRo ohhate  wanted 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  Newt,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  S  year  abseiKe  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


WL  26  5’4"  1 15lbs  seeks  queer  women  for  romantic 
evenings  and  afternoon  outings.  I  love  dancing 
videos  movies  museums  and  making  out.  Also 
lingerie  leather  hotels  travel  and  erotic  photography. 
Music:  Cocteau  Twins,  Siouxsie,  Throwing  Muses, 
Velvet  Underground,  Patsy  Cline,  Billie  Holiday, 
Kathleen  Battle.  Cherrie  Moraga  Sharon  Olds  and 
Sylvia  Plath  send  me.  Politically  active  but  not  P.C 
Prefer  warm  weather.  Adore  the  ocean.  Will  try 
almost  anything.  I  like  to  sweat.  Write  to:  GCN  Box 
501.  Photo  a  plus.  (28) 


NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION 

WLF  38  resolves  to  meet  warm,  secure  WLF  32-42. 
Someone  who  loves  movies,  sports,  music, 
socializing.  Not  into  game  players,  smokers  or 
heavy  drug-usage.  Box  434  (29) 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


YOU  WANT  IT-NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun  (617)  848-0027  (27) 


Charming  Providence  girl  seeks  your  immediate 
attention.  You  must  enjoy  naps,  fine  food,  drink, 
books  and  films  (must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
Brattle  has  reopened  in  Cambridge)  and  have  no 
strong  aversion  to  lounging  or  having  a  cocktail  5:00 
PM.  I  am  23.  I  am  looking  for  someone  to  have 
good  conversations  and  good  sex  with  this  winter. 
Age  and  race  unimportant.  If  you  are  someone  who 
knows  when  you  dwerve  a  day  off,  maybe  you'd  like 
to  spend  one  with  me.  Write  to  GCN  Box  DUS 


OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heaven!  Send  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  I'll  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it !  GCN  Box  358 


Beautiful  tall  young  LF  seeks  strong  dyke  to  fuck. 
You:  smart,  furmy,  and  able  to  communicate.  Me; 
progressive,  active  and  looking  for  a  fun,  safe  time. 
A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead  and  have  a  great  sense 
of  style.  Let's  talk!  GCN  Box  405 


I  want  a  queer  punk  girl  who  will  hold  my  hand  in 
the  streets  and  kiss  me  in  the  MFA  I'm  femme  not 
passive  WL  26  I  aspire  to  health.  Send  letter  and 
photo  to  GCN  Box  435 


GWM  single  attractive  44.  Tall  trim  masculine 
professional.  Seeks  an  in  shape  homy  top  over  65  to 
give  great  service  to  on  a  regular  basis.  No  hassles 
drugs  or  booze.  GCN  Box  444  (fr27) 


TOP  BY  DAY,  BOTTOM  BY  NIGHT 

I  want  a  MAN  who  is  assertive,  aggressive  and 
masculine.  Who  gets  turned  on  by  the  thought  of  a 
hairy  dark  Italian  waiting  to  fuck  him.  fm  6"2".  225 
lbs,  under  thirty  and  all  hair,  including  on  my  face, 
I  like  to  Fuck,  and  enjoy  a  number  of  other  activities 
both  vanilla  and  as  a  serious  player.  My  partners 
need  to  be  able  to  be  my  equal  at  all  times,  someone 
who  doesn't  equate  being  a  bottom  with  weakness  or 
passivity.  Contaa  Box  230,  GCN. 


New  York  City  man  seeks  buddies  into  jazz,  20th 
century  “classical"  music  and  poetry.  Write  Box  1 16, 
1405  Avenue  Z,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11235 


JOLLY  VULGAR  WITCHES 

I  look  at  B.  Fuller 
And  fmd  nothing  but  domes 
I  see  Julia  Morgan 
With  her  splendid  big  homes 
Then  there's  that  woman 
So  new  to  the  field 
I  wonder  what  structures 
Her  genius  will  yield 

I  think  of  C  Bullfinch 
And  I  feel  so  Bostonian 
I  turn  to  Frank  Wright 
With  his  homes  all  Usonian 
Then  there's  that  Yalie 
With  a  talent  so  rare 
She's  built  some  great  projects 
A  library!  A  chair! 

I  admire  H.H.  Richardson 
Whose  church  is  ornate 
I  recognize  Paul  Rudolph 
■Who  made  concrete  striate 
But  then  there's  that  Williams 
So  clever,  so  wiuy 
And  someday  she'll  be  asked 
To  design  her  own  city. 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  just  keep  writing  on  t  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35t  per  word  lor  business  ads), 

Basic  cost. 

QiNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  'st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  X. 


My  utcfory  is: 

a  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 
a  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ _ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 
Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  loot'd 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Dedqct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $  . 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 
Subscriptions 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


'Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $  . 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


CHER  SOCIETY 

AaRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
President).  (29) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


THE  AIDS  MASTERY 

NEXT  WORKSHOP  FEBRUARY  8-9-10 

For  further  information  call  Northern  Lights/New 
England  at  423-3035.  There  is  an  alternative  and  it  is 
here  in  Boston.  (27) 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automabally  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


HOME  IS  WHERE . 

1  bedroom  availbale  in  beautiful,  sunny  3  bedroom 
apt  right  around  the  comer  from  Stoneybrook  T. 
&mi-coop,  veggie,  relaxed  but  responsible.  Mature, 
independent  dyke  sought  for  Feb  IsL  $281+.  Cali 
522-6884  and  leave  message. 


LESBIAN  ARCHIVES  OF  PARIS 

After  five  years  of  collecting  and  documenting 
French  Lesbian  history  culture  and  politics  the 
Lesbian  Archives  of  Paris  are  facing  eviction.  New 
accomodations  are  needed  in  order  to  continue  to 
make  this  rich  collection  of  documents  available.  We 
urgently  need  your  contribution.  Mail  to  Archives 
Lesbiennes  BP  362  75526  Paris  H  France  Tel:  48  05 
25  89 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


MARKETING  MANAGER 

Gay  and  lesbian  publisher  seeks  marketing  director 
with  minimum  three  years  of  relevant  experience. 
Responsibilities  will  include  selling  to  bookstores 
and  coordinating  direct-mail  and  special  sales. 
Resume  and  salary  history  to  Sash  Alyson,  Alyson 
Publications,  40  Plympton  Sl,  Boston,  MA  02118 

(26) 


WORK  FOR  PEACE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The 
Central  America  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  $7.15  average  hourly  pay.  492-8699. 
Rebecca  or  Pam. 


SUPPORT  COMMITTEE  POSITIONS 

The  support  committee,  an  organization  dedicated  to 
serving  women  in  battering  situations  is  looking  for 
individuals  with  similar  interests  for  the  following 
positions: 

Fundraising/Admin  Coor.  Duties  includ  coor. 
special  events,  direct  mail,  grant  billings  &  office 
volunteers.  Some  fundraising  or  admin,  experience 
prefered.  F/T/  4  day  work  week. 

Shelter  Coordinator  Duties  include  maintenance 
coor.  of  shelter  facility,  safe  home  network,  peer 
support  of  guests  and  hotline.  Bilingual  is  preferred. 
F/T  Wed  to  Sun,  noon  to  7  p.m. 

Salary  $21,  500  plus  benefits.  Send  resume  to 
Barbara  Chandler,  Executive  Director  Support 
Committee  P.O.  Box  24  Waltham,  MA  02253. 
Formerly  battered  women  and  women  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  An  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer  (26) 


HELP  WANTED! 

Data  enuy — GCN  is  about  to  enter  its  next  phase  of 
development.  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  imput  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  information 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
426-4469  and  ask  to  speak  to  Frank  Strona.  Thanks! 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activist  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $  190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 


MULTICULTURAL  AIDS  COALITION 

Seeks  a  Director  of  Development  to  plan  and 
mangage  all  resource  development  activities  of  a 
growing  organization.  Includes:  fundraising  plans, 
systems  and  proceedures,  individual  donor  base, 
contracts  with  public  agencies,  long  range  financial 
planning.  Qualifications:  3  years  professional 
experience  of  direct  development  work  with 
demonstrated  success,  strong  communication  and 
writing  skills  a  must  ability  to  work  closely  with  a 
multicultural  constituency  and  knowlege  of  relevant 
program  areas;  public  health,  community 
organization,  public  policy  advocacy  and  education, 
social  services.  Send  resume  by  1/18/91  to 
Executive  Director,  MAC,  566  Columbus  Ave., 
Boston  02116.  (25) 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Saying  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 

■ 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  'Oiagnoels  and 
treatment  ol  disease  'Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GCN  SPECIALS 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE 

Two  lesbians,  non-smokers,  seek  non-smoking 
lesbian  for  3BR  apartment.  Dining  room,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  garden,  laundry,  piano,  near 
transportation,  $395  (617)  868-1561.  Sorry  no  pets. 

(23) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome,  mahogany  furnished  room 
in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  males.  $395  incl.  util.  665-6082  (23) 


LF  wanted  to  share  spacious,  sunny  apt  in  house, 
tree-view  porch,  parking,  W/D,  quiet,  convenient 
area,  near  trans.  Watertown.  No  smoke.  $325  923- 
9087  (23) 


SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  and  cat  seeks  roommate  for  large,  sunny  apt 
near  Davis  sq.  Friendly,  independent  Available  Jan. 
1 5  or  Feb.  1 .  $325  +  776-4955  (26) 

Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $372  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  BIF  or  LF  to  share  sunny  JP  Apt  $388  incl 
utilities.  Pets  are  OK.  522-0663.  Feb.  1  or  March  1. 


STEPS  TO  THE  REDUNE 

Seeking  female  to  share  2  bedroom  apt  Safe  quiet 
Dorchester  neighborhood  (near  JFK/UMASS  T-Stop) 
$325/mo  includes  everything  except  phone!  825- 
1734  Available  now! 


DORCHESTER 

GWM  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  Viet  apt  in  quiet 
neighborhood  350  includs.  all  utilities  W/D  available 
2/1  282-4761  (27) 


2Room  available  $240/mo  inclusive.  Hadley 
farmhouse  apartment,  big  field  and  yard.  Five 
minutes  to  UMASS/Amherest;  20  to  Northampton; 
commuting  distance  to  Springfeild.  Two  gay, 
vegetarian  non-smoking  males  looking  for  like- 
minded  adult  413-549-0081  Matthew  (27) 


WINTHROP/  HARBOR/VIEW 

Creative  effervescent  gay  female  seeks  two  prof,  gay 
femalesAnales  for  large  3  bedroom  house  two  bath 
deck  fireplace  pkg.  near  bus/T  $333+  No  pets 
Smokers  O.K.  Bev  451-5359/8463773  Avail  2/1/90 


HARVARD  SQUARE 

LF  and  BF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  BF  for  apartment  ten 
minutes  from  Havard  Square.  Late  20':  preferred, 
women  of  color  welcome.  $341.67/  month  plus 
utilities.  Available  February  1st  Please  call  623- 
1588  (25) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman  for  out  beautiful, 
friendly  semi-coop  home  near  pond  and  T.  No  pets  or 
smoking.  S270Ano  +  util.  Avail,  now.  522-7466 

(26) 


DORCHESTER 

GBF  seeks  LF  28+  to  share  Ig.  sunny  apt  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  $400  including  all  utilities  W/D  no 
smoking/pets  Avail.  1/15  or  2/1  288-0886 


GM  to  share  2  floor,  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo. 
Accross  from  train.  Furnished,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  firerclace,  yard,  A/C  wall  to  wall,  W50 
month  includes  util.  508-745-7236  (25) 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  $450 
htd.  (508)  685  6139 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  L's  and  1  GM  in  mid-twenties. 
Third  floor  apt,  secure,  with  washing  machine  and 
porch.  5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus,  and 
close  to  orange  line.  Small  market  directly  accross 
the  street  Ffrefer  nousmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please 
be  responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $212.50 
plus  utilities..  Available  January  1st  Call  I-aura  524- 
7794.and  leave  message,  or  try  days. 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocoration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 

Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly! 

Call  426-4469  Thanks' 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  prof.  LF  30+  for  furnished  bedroom.  Non- 
smoker  $400  includes  kitchen  priv.  W/D,  and  all 
utilities.  Avail  now.  Call  492-53%  (26) 


INMAN  SQ 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  apartment  in 
quiet,  convenient  neighborhood.  Wood  floors, 
washer,  dryer,  drug  &  smoke  free.  Your  pet 
negotiable.  $415  includes  everything  or  $365+ 
l/2util.  623-6212  (26) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

GM  seeks  roomate  spacious  sunny  2  bdr.  apartment 
second  floor.  I'm  38  petfree  smokefree  $400  incl. 
heat  w/d  call  524-(X)95  Mac  (26) 


2JLF  and  1  JF,  12  stepper,  seeking  woman  for 
spacious  warm  vegetarian  Davis  Square  home, 
washer/dryer.  No  smoking,  drugs,  pets.  Minimal 
alcohol.  $320+.  Available  now.  629-A437  (26) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

4  GM  (28-30)  seek  roommate  for  spacious  house 
near  forrest  hills  T.  $240+  call  524-8682  or  482 
2440  or  524  6772  (26) 


ASHMONT  AREA 

L  seeks  2  rmmts  25+  3  BR  apt  safe  quiet  nr  T  shr  L 
DR  K  den  W/D  hav  cau  325+  ht  +  util  265-7220  aft 
6:30  (27) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  p«s,  drugs. 
$275Ano.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  TTun  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  300+.  923- 
4370.  (23) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohoL/drugs.  Available  now.  Call  522-9351.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  L;  BEL/CAMB 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt  on  tree-lined  street  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  8^4314  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heat  522- 
6012  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

I  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dates  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  green+orange  line.  You’d  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  negoL  Call  522-7720  +  Iv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt  $425/mo.  Apt  is  huge  w/2  porches,  EIK  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 
782-2665  (22) 


DORCHESTER  TOWNHOUSE 

Ashmont  mature,  resp.  non-smoking  2  GWM 
seeking  same  share  spacious  sunny  home.  2  min  to  T. 
Washer  Dryer  Work-Out  equipment  parking/piano. 
$350.+  Util  Mike  267-8171  or  282-7078 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE  SUBLET 

Feb/March/Apr.  Room  in  4  bedroom  LF  household 
non-smoking,  no  drugs,  mia  ale.  25+,  $215+  util. 
864-4913  (26) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


3LF5  are  looking  for  one  other  to  share  large  sunny 
JP  apt.  Near  T.  Well-equipped  kitchen.  No  smoke 
semi-coop.  Rent  240+  Avail  Feb  1.  983-0599 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLET 

5  room  apt.  1  year  sublet.  Great  backyard. 
washa/Dryer.  Fronl/Back  porches.  Begin  March  1. 
$650/month  inc.  heat  522-2463.  (26) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  room  apartment  on  second  floor.  Sunny, 
hardwood  floors.  Share  deck,  washer  and  dryer. 
$400.00  includes  heat.  Owner  occupied.  Near 
Orange  Line  524-8739  (27) 


Sunny,  part.  Bay-view  2  BR  w/wood  floors,  2 

porches,  backyard,  pets  O.K.,  on  Jones  Hill,  near 
JFK/UMASS  +  Red  line.  $650+  Available  now. 
Please  call  288-9136 


Dorchester  Meeting  House  Hill  2  bdrm  5  rtn  apt  on 
2nd  fl  of  3  decker  EIK  hardwood  floors  front  and 
back  porch  water  view  5  mins  to  T.  Avail,  now 
$650  (617)436-5134  (28) 


Somerville  one  bedroom  apt  newly  renovated. 
Sumy,  deck  near  T.  Sullivan  sq.  776-0662  Owner 
$600  healed 


CAMBRIDGE 

IBR  apartment  near  central,  harvard  square. 
Hardwood  floors,  very  spacious.  50QAi>o  mcludes 
heat  Great  for  single  student  Call  436-5471  leave 
message.  (27) 
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GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizab'ons,,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc 
etc.  (area  codes  and  zip  codes  tool) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  manhatten 
bar  notes  4  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas.  N  4  S 
Carolina,  Rorida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  MissisIppI,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont  W.  Virgina. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE.  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
infomnation,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


P  U  B  L I C  A  T I  0  NS 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  482i9.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  no.  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES. 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subsaiptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Qub,  POB  1422,  San  Rancisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMENS  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181.(ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$I.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  woA 
vnong  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1 
postage. 2423  18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009(ex) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  iim  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winllirop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Su  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Gay  male  couple,  willing  to  write 
some  prisoners,  if  you  want  to 
introduce  yourself  and  see  if 
they  want  to  keep  writing, 
contact  them  at:  Merrill  G. 

Culver,  Jr.,  P.O.  Box  8501 , 
Houston,  TX  77249-8581 

Bi  male,  currently  compiling  info  about 
"first  times"  for  a  book  to  help  gay,  bi,  and 
straight  teens  deal  with  sexuality  in  a 
fiositive  way.  If  you  are  willing  to  discuss 
early  sexual  experiences,  please  write.  No 
names  will  be  revealed.  Sorry,  can't  write 
other  prisoners.  Write  Donald  K.  Love, 
#AK8459.  P.O,  Box  200,  Camp  Hill.  PA 
17001-0200. 


Indian/(3erman  gay  man,  19,  looking  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  for  friendship  and  to 
help  me  through  these  rough  times.  Please, 
no  head  games.  Clinton  J.  Crocker, 
#7563052,  2605  State  St.,  Salem.  OR, 
973 1 0 _ 

Send  me  your,  old  gay  magazines  (no  hard 
core)  and  I'll  send  your  postage  cost  back  to 
you  in  stamps  (up  to  $1.00).  Thanks!!  Jack 
Leek  n,  Fairbanks  Correctional  Center,  P.O. 
Box  70317,  Fairbanks,  Alaska, 
99707 _ 

36  yrs  young,  versatile  dominant,  very 
lonely  and  don't  have  nobody.  Stamps 
appreciated  but  not  necessary.  Please  write 
James  M.  Ricketts,  E-48628=l-Dl-02.  P.O. 
Box  W,  Repress,  CA  95671 _ 

Bisexual  man,  fairly  attractive,  HIV+, 
looking  for  long  term  relationship  with 
sincere  and  honest  HIV  +  gay  man.  When 
released  (Oct)  I  plan  to  move  to  SF,  and 
need  a  place  to  stay.  Any  HIV+  men  in  SF 
that  can  help  with  this  until  I  get  back  on 
my  feet,  please  write!  William  Walkup, 
EF-203608,  Georgia  State  Prison,  Star 
Route,  E-2/A-unit  #35,  Reidsville,  GA 
30499 


Hey  gay?  What's  up  your  way?  I  am 
looking  for  a  friend  to  help  with  parole. 
Looking  for  someone  who  likes  little 
men. Write  Mike  Lovelace,  #103496,  3250 
Ezell  Park,  DCI.  NashvUle,  TN  37243-0469 


Black  gay  male,  looking  to  write  sincere 
and  loving  people  of  all  ages.  Interested  in  a 
lifetime  friendship,  will  answer  all.  Write 
Jeffry  Sutton,  3C01736.  P.O.  Box  29.  FB-1- 
124,  Repress,  CA  95671 


Very  sincere  gay  male,  35,  would  like  to 
meet  that  special  individual  who  would  love 
me  as  I  would  love  him.  Write  Richard 
Kenneth  Allmon,  ASPC -Coronado-37923, 
21200  South  Highway  87,  Winslow,  AZ 
86(M7 _ 

Being  gay  and  from  Minnesota  while  in  a 
prison  in  the  deep  South  is  not  the  most 
ideal  situation!  Gay  male  athlete,  body¬ 
builder,  runner  with  interests  in  the 
environment,  meditation,  science  fiction, 
old  Bogart  movies.  Write  John  Bradford, 
EF147387,  Georgia  State  Prison,  ReidsviUe, 
GA,  30499 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IH  AND  OUT  OF  PRISOH, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

gp 

I  am  sweet  "Angie  B."  I'd  like  some  people 
diat  are  interested  in  writing  someone  in 
prison.  Write  to  Angela  Davis,#A498084, 
P.O.  Box  #8540,  #164,  Pembroke  Pine, 
Florida,  33024 


20  yr  old  butch  woman,  would  love  to 
meet  someone  out  there.  I'm  intelligent, 
have  a  good  sense  of  humor,  love  sports, 
especially  softball,  basketball  and 
gymnastics.  Love  to  sit  on  the  beach  and 
watch  the  sun  come  up.  Sorry  can't  write 
other  pirisoners.  Monica  Wilson,  #152298, 
Broward  Correctional  Institution,  P.O.  Box 
8540,  Box  576,  Pembroke  Pine,  Florida, 
33024 _ 

Help  me  out!  My  name  is  JoDee.  I  have 
been  down  five  years  and  have  ten  more  to 
go.  I  need  another  long  termer  or  lifer  to 
wirte  to.  I  am  Indian  and  I  am  lonely.  Writs 
JoDee  Martinson,  #643734,  P.O.  Box  17, 
Gig  Harbor,  WA  98335 


24  yr  old.  Black  gay  male,  very  lonely  and 
in  a  bad  place.  Somebody,  anybody,  please 
write.  Can't  write  other  prisoners.  M.J. 
Hemphill,  #D98156,  S.H.U.  C7-214L,  P.O. 
Box  7500,  Crescent  City,  CA  95532 


Looking  for  nice  young  man  to  write.  1  like 
movies,  country  movies,  and. ...Howard 
MacTaggart,  #AM8604,  R.D.  310,  Box  10, 
Greensburg,  PA  15601 _ 

We  need  two  up-dated  copies  of  the 
Prisoner's  Self-Help  Litigation  Manual,  by 
James  L.  Potts,  Edited  by  Alvin  J. 
Bronstein.  Can  anyone  please  send  them  to 
us?  The  law  library  is  inadequate.  Please 
help  out.  Write  Homer  Broo^,  #051094, 
Madison  Correctional  Institution,  P.O.  Box 
692-E-123,  Madison,  Florida,  32340-0692 


19  yr  old,  doing  four  years  in  Folsom  Prison 
needs  a  loving  man  to  write.  Hope  to  hear 
from  you  soon.  Randy  Decicco,  #D-26235, 
P.O.  Box  29,  Represa,  CA  95671 


Right  to  the  point!  I  am  lonely  and  need 
friends.  If  you  are  willing  to  write.  I'll  be 
more  than  happy  to  answer.  The  only 
qualification  is  a  heart.  I  write  poetry,  draw, 
and  make  cards.  Please  write  Michael 
Allen,  #162077,  Box  56,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
42536 


FREEDOM  THROUGH  UNITY 


AN  IMFORMATIVE  NEWSLETTER 
CONCERNING  THE  RIGHTS  OF  GAY 
PRISONBIS  NATIONWIDE  NOW 
AVARJIBLE  FREE  TO  PRISONERS  AND 
CONCERNED  MEMBERS  OF  SOCIETY. 
LEGAL  ISSUES.  PRISON  UPDATES,  LEGAL 
REFERRALS,  STAH  AND  NATIONAL  NEWS 
ABOUT  GAY  PRISONBLS.  FOR  MFO, 
CONTACT  JOHN  MIDDLETON,  EDITOR. 
143771,  MCF,  BOX  I 
n.  CLOUD,  MN  56302-1000 


COMMUNITY  NEWS 


19  January, Dorchester  4  Carribean  Variation:The  Patrick  Lacroix 
Dance  Company  Haitian  dancer  and  choreographer,  Patrick  Lacroix  and 
his  15  member  company  perform  "Afro-Contemporary"  technique.! 
Strand.  543  Columbia  Rd.  8pm.  $12,  $14  For  moreinfo  282-8000 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
Interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  oniy  as  space 
allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 


1 9  Saturday 

Vermont  ♦  Chiltern  MLK  Jr.  Birthday  Weekend. 
Downhill  skiing  nearby;  limited  interior  accom.,  unlim. 
camping.  for  weekend  and  shared  food.  Details: 
Bob  266-3811 

White  Mountains  ♦  Chikem  Snowshoe  Hikes.  A  mini¬ 
festival  of  beginner,  interm,  and  adv.  hikes.  1/19  to 
1/21.  Info:  Cindy  625-8537. 

Boston  ♦  "Once  Upon  Our  Time":  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month,  alternating  between  j.P. 
Ubrary,  12  Sedgwick  St,  and  New  WoHs  Bookstore, 
186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  Sq.,  Cambridge.  This  month 
(1/91)  in  Cambridge.  10  to  1 1:15  am.  Sign  up:  Marian 
or  je^er  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers  Monthly  Mtg.:  "Preparing 
Ahead."  Funeral  directors  Ken  Bennett  and  John 
Hynes.  Refreshments,  socializing,  raffle.  2  to  4  p.m. 
Lindemann  Health  Ctr.,  25  Staniford  St 
Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Social  Gathering  for 
Singles.  18  Lyndhurst  St,  2nd  Hr.  Info  and  exact  time: 
Hodine  825-3737. 

Waltham  ♦  WOW  First  Anniversary  Party  and  Ethnic 
Foods  Potiuck  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  location:  893-0361. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Third  Saturday 
each  month.  $2  donadoa 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Lesbian  Singles'  Night  7  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  info:  661- 
3633. 

Boston  4  Funny  Gay  Males.  Charles  Playhouse.  1 1:30 
p.m.  See  1/11  (See  review  on  page)  9 

Needham  ♦  Doshie  Powers.  8:15  p.m.  Homegrown 
Coffeehouse,  1st  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  Dedham  & 
Great  Plains  Aves.  $8.  Inlb:  444-7478. 

20  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Dialogue:  Interracial  Couples.  4  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info  247-2921 

Natick  ♦  Metro  West  GALA  Goes  Bowling.  4  p.m., 
followed  by  a  pizza  party.  Info,  loc.  Scoa  (508)  877- 
6129  or  Barbara  (508)  653-2509. 

21  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  "Martin  Luther 
King  Day;  The  Unfinished  Agenda."  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm.  203.  Info:  David 
547-1986  or  Craig  321-4381 

Boston  4  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  frst  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

22  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series:  "Gus  van 
Sant's  Diary,"  "My  Hustler,"  and  "V  is  for  Violet" 
Screenings  7  and  9  p.m.  Room  66-110  (25  Ames  St), 
MIT.  Third  in  four-week  series.  Info:  253-3599. 


Il  -  F  .  M 


Scene  from  VeroWs  Vis  for  Violet 

Cambridge  ^  30-t-  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbians  with 
Disabilities.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant 
St  Info:  354-8801 

Boston  ♦  "Pre-Conceptions:  Choosing  a  Women's 
Health  Care  Provider."  First  of  several  informational 
workshops  by  FCHC  on  pre-parenting  issues  for 


lesbians  and  single  heterosexual  womea  7  p.m.  Harriet 
Tubman  Hs.,  5W  Columbus  Ave  (at  Mass.  Ave).  Meet 
6:45  p.m.  at  Orange  Line  Mass.  Ave  to  walk  with 
group.  $5.  infO;  Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series;  SSS,  Insurance, 
and  HIV.  6  to  8  p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  floor.  $1 
Info  and  registration;  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Volunteer  Meeting.  Plan  the  March  I 
and  2  grand-opening  plans  for  FCHCs  new  building.  7 
p.m.  93  Mass.  Ave.,  3H  fir.  Info:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap:  Erotic  Writing 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info: 
354-8801 

23  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  "Discordant  Gay  Couples:  Thriving  Through 
Communicating."  A  facilitated  discussion  on  issues 
facing  couples  of  differing  antibody  status.  6  to  8  p.m. 
at  Clinical  Partners,  321  Columbus  Ave.  Info  and 
registration:  536-5950. 

Boston  4  "Legal  Abortion:  18  Years  Old  and 
Endangered."  With  Ellen  Convisser,  Mass.  NOW 
President  7  p.m.  Northeastern  U.  Law  School,  Room 
97,  Cargill  Hdl,  Forsyth  &  Huntington.  Info;  782-1056. 

Boston  ^  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each  month.  8  p.m. 
Info:  247-2921 

24  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  L/G  Bar  Ass'n  Quarterly  Mtg:  Gays  in 
the  Military:  Current  Cases  and  Controversies. 
Includes  a  distinguished  panel  active  in  recent  and 
current  cases.  6  p.m.  The  ^nter,  338  Newbury  St 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Staying  Healthy. 
Fourth  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  This  month,  acupuncture  for 
HIV  care  and  general  health,  including  services  available 
and  research  beginning  at  CRI-NE.  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  At  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  ^tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
Info;  661-3633. 

25  Friday 

Mount  Madison  ♦  Chiltern  Snowshoe  Hike.  Good  for 
in-shape  first-time  winter  hikers.  1/25  to  1/27.  Info: 
John  484-7191 

Boston  4  Game  Night  Board  and  parlor  games  every 
other  Friday,  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
247-2921 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  35-(-  Group.  8  p.m.  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Peggy  Sue  Got 
Married."  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm. 
203. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
N.E  Dance  Movement  Ctr.  8:30  to  1 1 :30  p.m.  New 
loc:  First  Church  of  J.P.,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts. 
Info:  Jason  859-9455. 

26  Saturday 

Boston  4  Feminist/Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Smith  College 
Party.  Lv.  msg.  to  request  invitation;  524-7667  or  325- 
3770. 

Washington,  DC  4  L/G/B  March  Against  War  In  the 
Gulf.  1 1  am.  Meet  on  the  front  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Bring  signs  and  banners 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Lesbian  Couples'  Night  7  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  $1.  Info:  661- 
3633. 

Boston  4  Marcia  Deihl  &  Friends  "Still  Ain't  Satisfied! 
Political  Songs  of  the  '70's  for  the  '90's."  8  p.m. 
Women's  Coffeehouse  at  the  Center,  338  Newbu^ 
St  $5.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Diane  Ponzio.  Indigo,  823  Main  St  8  p.m. 
Tickets  S6.50  through  Ticketron,  or  call  720-3434. 
Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Snwke  / 
drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners'  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P.,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts  Band: 
Nantucket  Sound.  $6.  Info  and  directions;  Janet  522- 
2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Northampton  4  Umoja  Ensemble.  To  benefit 
F.LO.W.E.R.  Northampton  Ctr.  for  the  Arts  8  p.m. 
Tickets  S8  to  $14.  Chem  free  For  womya  Info:  (413) 
586-2473. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  4  AMALGM  Monthly  Men's  Mtg.  (AMALGM  = 
Assoc,  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St., 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialogue  Coming  Out  -  Political  or 
Personal  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Info 
247-2921 

Cambridge  4  DOB  (Daughters  of  Bilitis)  Birthday 
Party.  Le^ians  invited!  7  to  9  p.m.  Indigo,  823  Main  Sl 
$1  Info:  661-3633. 

28  Monday 


Boston  4  Intro  to  Boston  for  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians 
Boston  Ctr.  for  Adult  Educ.  6  to  8  p.m.  $21.  Info: 
BCAE  267-4430. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Night  Out.  Call  for  info. 
Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 

29  Tuesday 

Cambridge  4  30-t-  Lesbian  Rap;  Lesbian  Sex  Secrets 
6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info: 
354-8801 

Cambridge  4  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series:  "Framed 
Youth  ~  Revenge  of  the  Teenage  Perverts,"  "Sleepin' 
Round,"  and  "Beyond  Gravity."  Screenings  7  and  9  p.m. 
Room  66-1 10  (25  Ames  St),  MIT.  Fourth  in  four-week 
series  Info:  253-3599. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap:  "2  in  20"  Film 
Showing  with  Potiuck  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Qr., 
46  Plea^t  St  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Forum;  Lawyer  Barbara  Massey 
Discusses  Legal  Issues  Affecting  Lesbians  8  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  Info:  661- 
3633. 

30  Wednesday 

N.  Dartmouth  4  SMU  G/L  Alliance  Resource  Fair. 
Designed  to  introduce  G/L/B  and  supporters  to  orgs. 
serving  us  in  southeastern  New  England.  7  p.m.  SMU 
Commuter  Cafeteria  in  the  Campus  Center.  Use 
Parking  Lot  #5.  Info:  SMUGLA  (508)  999-8163. 

Salem  4  NSGLA  Panel  Discussion  on  L/G  Activism.  7 
to  9:30  p.m.  in  Screening  Room,  Meier  Hall,  Salem 
State  ColL  352  Lafayette  St  7  to  9:30  p.m.  Info:  (508) 
745-3848. 

Springfield  4  Springfield  ColL  Gayness  /  Oppression  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Turning  Points  in  Gay 
History.  7  p.m.  Locklin  Hall  Room  233,  Springfield 
ColL  campus.  Info:  James  Genasci  (413)  788-3221. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Review;  "The  Bluest  Eye,"  by  Toni 
Morrison.  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
247-2921 

Cambridge  4  "Homophobia"  Viewing.  A  video 
produced  by  Cambridge  Women  in  Cable.  8:30  to  1 0 
p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

31  Thursday 

Cambridge  4  Drop  In  At  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
Info;  661-3633. 

February  I  Friday 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Age  50-1-/-  Meet  8  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  Info;  661- 
3633. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Gentlemen 
Prefer  Blondes."  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St,  rm.  203.  $1 

Cambridge  4  Swingtime  Sock  Hop.  8:15  to  midnight 
1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harvard  T).  Bask  swing  lesson  8:15 
to  9  p.m.  $5.  Info:  66 1  - 1 792. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Info;  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.)  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin.  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street  rm. 
202k  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-2518  or  Frank 
666-8911 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Qr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info;  247- 
2921 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0;30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  mea 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Chiltern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends.  About  1 00  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinrwr.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 


Qarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats 
8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Committee.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  Info:  247-2921 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info; 
(508)755-3773. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People"  -  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9  a.m.  Tufts  University 
radio. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV-h  Gay/Bisexual 
Men  and  Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30 
p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  266- 
0628. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  4  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janke  326- 
1600x350. 

Boston  4  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor  Flynn's  Liason 
to  the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2 
to  6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appointment 
necessary,  but  Ms.  Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725- 
3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting 
7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or.l-800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 

1 9  Pearl  St  7  to  1 0  p.m.  Info:  (4 1 3)788-7459 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV-^  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Projea  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.nv 
Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K. 
338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 
Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV-h  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Qarendon.  7:30  p.ra  Info;  262-3456. 

Provincetown  4  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Sessioa  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  Info;  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Bisexuals. 
This  group  is  no  longer  meeting. 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  266- 1 1 29. 

Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Study  Break  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  Info;  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Uving  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  Info: 
U6-I0I1 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info;  282- 
0013. 


Hindsights 

The  world  according 
to  Uirike  Ottinger 

A  traveling  retrospective  of  the  German  avant  garde  lesbian 
feminist  filmmaker’s  work  offers  viewers  a  chance  to 
examine  one  woman’s  spectacular  vision 


Uirike  Ottinger.  A  Retrospective. 

Presented  by  the  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art 
Boston,  in  colloborotion  with  the  Goethe  Institute.  Jan. 
25-3/,  1991.  Tickets:  fS/generol  admission;  $4/ICA 
members.  Series  tickets:  S28/general  admission; 

%1 1 /members.  At  saeenings  are  in  Gemton  with 
English  subtitles.  A  complete  schedule  of  tides,  dates, 
and  screening  locations  appears  on  page  eleven.  For 
further  information,  cal  (6 1 7)  266-5 151. 

By  Laura  Pierce 

When  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art  in  Boston 
opens  its  week-long  series.  The 
Films  of  Uirike  Ottinger,  on  Jan.  25,  movie¬ 
goers  will  be  able  to  view  this  lesbian 
feminist  filmmaker’s  rich  works.  With  the 
collaboration  of  costume  artist  Tabea 
Blumenschin,  Ottinger  creates  and  sustains 
incredible  fantasy  worlds.  These  films — 11 
will  be  exhibited  in  all — are  a  rejection  of  the 
normal  in  favor  of  the  marginalized  and 
exotic,  which  become  central  to  Ottinger 's 
vision. 

/n  Ticket  of  No  Return  {Bildnis  einer 
Trinkerin,  or  “Portrait  of  a  Drinker”,  in 
German),  Ottinger  exploits  and  pushes  to  its 
limit  the  cinematic  concept  of  spectacle. 
Unlike  the  heroines  of  Hollywood  who  are 
trapped  into  being  objects  of  the  male  gaze, 
Ottinger’s  Drinker  indulges  in  narcissism, 
thus  becoming  an  object  of  her  own  pleasure 
rathCT  than  that  of  the  male  spectator.  The 
woman’s  clear  lack  of  regard  for  others 
(which  is  felt  by  the  viewer)  continues 
throughout  the  film,  as  we  follow  her  on  a 
senseless,  meandering  search  throughout 
Berlin  for  the  next  drink. 

The  Drinker’s  narcissism  is  compatible 
with  her  (public)  alcoholism,  but  both  are  in 
conflict  with  social  mores,  as  personified  by 
three  allegorical  fates  (Social  Questions, 
Common  Sense  and  Exact  Statistics)  who 
follow  her  and  provide  commentary 
throughout  From  the  beginning,  the  Drinker 
is  a  fantasy  figure  who  arrives  in  Berlin  from 
La  Rotunda,  an  imaginary  country.  She 
represents  one  possibility  of  existence 
outside  conventional  societal  norms, 
however,  the  movie  portrays  her  narcissism 
and  alcoholism  as  unviable.  (Note:  Bildnis 
also  has  an  all-star  cast,  with  appearances  by 
Magdalena  Montezuma,  Kurt  Raab,  Paul 
Glauer,  Nina  Hagen,  and  Wolf  Vorstell). 

Dorian  Gray  im  Spiegel  der 


Princess  Ulun  Iga  from  Johanna  D'Arc  of  Mongolia 
Boulevardpresse  (“The  Image  of  Dorian 
Gray  in  the  Yellow  Press”)  is  similarly 
concerned  with  spectacle.  This  time,  a  person 
is  created  and  molded  to  be  a  tool  of  a  large 
media  conglomerate.  Dorian  Gray  is  a  tabula 
rasa  to  be  molded  by  the  calculated  efforts  of 
Dr.  Mabuse  (Delphine  Seyrig).  In  a  fantastic 
odyssey,  Dorian  Gray  is  introduced  to  the 
high  society  realm  s/he  is  to  be  a  part  of,  and 
also  shown  as  spectator  of  an  opera  in  which 
s/he  is  the  star. 

Ottinger’s  films  are  short  on  plot  but  filled 
with  allegorical  and  political  references  that 
would  boggle  any  saniotician.  These  two  are 
epic  in  scope,  lengthy  and  demanding,  but 
their  grandeur  and  vision  are  dazzling  and 
truly  unique.  Also  of  note  is  the  short 
(warning:  for  Ottinger,  short  is  50  minutes) 
The  Enchantment  of  the  Blue  Sailors,  which 


features  a  performance  by  improvisational 
dancer  and  silent  film  star  Valeska  Gert  (who 
plays  the  expressive  servant  in  Joyless 
Streets). 

Two  other 
Ottinger  highlights 

Madam  X — ^An  Absolute  Ruler, 

Script,  direction  and  camera  by  Uirike  Ottinger. 

Joan  of  Arc  of  Mongolia. 

Direction,  script,  art  direction  and  camera  by  Uirike 
Ottinger 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 
In  preparation  for  their  upcoming  Ulrke 
Ottinger  retrospective,  the  Institute  of 


Contemporary  Art  in  Boston  recently 
screened  two  of  the  German  lesbian-feminist 
filmmaker’s  works  for  the  press — Madam 
X — An  Absolute  Ruler  and  Joan  of  Arc  of 
Mongolia.  Although  there  will  be  nine  other 
films  shown  in  the  complete  series,  it  would 
be  hard  to  imagine  that  any  other  of 
Ottinger’s  work  would  give  a  better 
understanding  of  her  concerns  and  the 
brilliant  electricity  of  her  art.  Not  only  do 
both  films  alternately  dazzle  and  infuriate, 
but  they  each  point  out,  in  alarmingly 
different  ways,  the  myriad  options  open  to 
political  filmmakers. 

Madame  X—An  Absolute  Ruler  is  an  early 
work — made  in  1977,  four  years  after 
Ottinger’s  first  film — that  wears  its  politics 
broadly  and  proudly  on  its  sleeve.  This  is  not 
the  mark  of  an  immature  artist,  but  one  who 
knows  that  she  has  a  lot  to  say  and  has  every 
intention  of  saying  it  all  (the  film  runs  almost 
two  hours  and  twenty  minutes  and  we  know 
that  Ottinger  has  carefully  planned  every 
moment  of  it).  In  the  guise  of  a  loosely 
plotted  adventure  tale.  Madam  X  is  interested 
in  discussing  not  so  much  the  oppression  of 
women  but  rather  the  uses  and  misuses  of 
power  in  the  quest  for  liberation. 

The  film  begins  with  a  mysterious 
message:  the  promise  of  freedom,  adventure 
and  gold  to  any  woman  who  will  join  Madam 
X  on  her  feminist  pirate  ship.  A  variety  of 
women  join  up  but  discover  *at  Madam  X  is 
a  violent  authoritarian  with  a  deadly 
mechanical  arm  and  little  sense  of  feminist 
sisterhood.  The  women  have  adventures  but 
the  looting  of  a  pleasure  ship  seems  to  be 
only  prompted  by  Madam  X’s  greed.  After  a 
while  mutiny  breaks  out  and  Madam  X’s 
pledge  is  found  to' be  a  fraud.  The  film  ends 
with  another  group  of  women  being  recruited 
with  the  same  promise  and  lure  of  freedom. 

Madam  X  is  blatantly  didactic  in  the  way 
that  a  film  like  Jean-Luc  Goddard’s  middle- 
period  films  are.  Like  La  Chinoise,  Made  in 
the  USA  or  Weekend,  the  colors  here  are 
primary  and  bright,  the  characters  are 
cartoons  and  the  director  is  not  afraid  to  draw 
on  a  host  of  cultural  references  to  illustrate 
her  point.  (These  same  techniques  and  their 
political  use  can  also  be  scot  in  the  early  gay 
liberation  films  of  Rosa  von  Fraunheim  that 
were  being  made  in  Germany  at  the  same 
time,  especially  It  is  Not  the  Homosexual 
Who  Is  Perverse  but  the  Society  in  Which  He 

Continued  on  page  9 


Positive  Energy  In  A  Changing  World 


As  the  world  evolves,  so  do  the  challenges  we  face.  At  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  we  can  help.  Since  1971,  we've  been  serving  members  of  New 

England's  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  with 
a  full  range  of  compassionate,  expert,  healthcare  services. 

•  Patient-Centered,  Primary  Healthcare  •  Meitfal  Health  and  Counseling  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  •  Holistic  Therapies  •  Women's  Healthcare  • 
Cay  and  Lesbian  Parenting  Services  •  HIV  Research,  Education,  and  Anony¬ 
mous  Testing  •  Cay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Cay  and  Lesbian 
Helpline  •  Living  Well  Program  •  a  series  of  workshops  for  people  with 
coTKems  about  HIV/AIDS 


At  Fenway,  we  have  all  the  resources  to  help  you  create  the  kirxj  of  healthier 
life  you  want.  We'd  like  to  be  your  primary  healthcare 
provider.  To  become  better  acquainted  with  us,  call 
(617)  267-0900.  Fenway  Community  Flealth  Center,  16  Flaviland  Street, 
Boston.  MA  02115. 


Fenway 


Informative,  insightful,  in  paperback 


The  AIDS  Benefits  Handbook 

Everything  You  Need  to  Know  to  Get  Social  Security, 
Welfare,  Medicaid,  Medicare,  Food  Stamps,  Housing, 
Drugs,  and  Other  Benefits 

Thomas  P.  McCormack 

“For  people  with  aids,  this  book  belongs  right  in  their 
hands.” — Peg  Downey,  The  Washington  Blade  $8.95 

The  AIDS  Disaster 

The  Failure  of  Organizations  in  New  York 
and  the  Nation 

Charles  Perrow  and  Mauro  Guillen 

“A  powerful  indictment”  (Peter  Gormer,  The  Chicago 
Tribune)  of  both  governmental  and  private  groups  for 
their  failure  to  respond  to  the  aids  crisis.  $9  95 

AIDS  and  the  Health  Care  System 

edited  by  Lawrence  O.  Gostin 

A  “timely,.. .desperately  needed”  analysis  (Alvin  Novick, 
M.D.)  of  the  major  challenges  that  aids  presents  to  our 
health  care  workers  and  institutions.  $12.95 

Male  Homosexuality 

A  Contemporary  Psychoanalytic  Perspective 
Richard  C.  Friedman,  m.d. 

“The  appearance  of  this  book  must  be  cause  for  celebra¬ 
tion  by  the  gay  community.. ..Informed  and  objective.” 
— Gay  Community  News  $13.95 

Articulate  Flesh 

Male  Homo- Eroticism  and  Modem  Poetry 
Gregory  Woods 

An  “elegant,  scholarly,  and  brave”  (Salvatore  Santagati, 
The  Times  Higher  Education  Supplement)  discussion  of 
twentieth-century  gay  poetry.  $14.95 
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